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1 To A 
CALUMNY, &. 
TART L 


In which, after the Author's V. indication 
' againſt "the Calumny on Himſelf, the ſe- 
veral Charges upon the South-Sea Com- 
pany are conſider'd and refuted. 


A D not this Writer began 
Hoſtilities upon me, ſuch as 
no Man can tamely ſuffer, 
and preſerve any Reputation 
among Men of Worth, I had 
contented my ſelf with the 
Diſcharge of my Duty as a 
3 2 * Servant, and not voluntarily 
1 have maids: my ſelf a Principal in this Controverſy. 

A 2 But 


4+) 
But as, in pretending to give a true Narrative 
| of what paſs'd before the Right Honourable the 


Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy 


Council, at a Hearing before their Lordſhips, up- 
on the Petition of the. South Sea Company, with 
reſpect to Duties laid on their Slaves at Jamaica, 
he has thought fit to impute falſe Teſtimony unto 
me, by ſuch a Deſcription as cannot be miſtaken, 
and which, falſly charged, carries with it the high- 
eſt Degree of Obloquy and Defamation; I find 
my ſelf indiſpenſibly obliged to vindicate my own 
Innocence, and to proteſt againſt the Falſhood of 
this Calumnĩator. EE 
In p. 17. he aſſerts, that the S. S. Company's 
Factor then preſent ſhould inform their Lord- 
ſhips, that the Company employed Eight Hundred 
Seamen at Jamaica; himſelf explaining this as 
ſpoke and underſtood of the Seamen employed in 
their Sloops ſtationed at that Hand: further con- 
firming his Reader in this Conſtruction by a 
Rhaplody, What did that Gentleman mean by theſe 
Aſſertioas, which are ſo eafily diſproved ? N 
Let this Writer now apply theſe laſt Words to 
himſelt ; tor 1 do, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, pro- 
teſt, that in reſpe& to the Number of Seamen em- 


ployed by the S. S. Company in their Sloops at 


Jamaica, I never (to the beſt of my Knowledge 
and Belief) ſpoke of them as of more than Two 


Hundred; tho' I believe they have ſometimes a- 


mounted to nearer Three Hundred. But the Num- 
ber of T'wo Hundred 1s what I had aſſerted would 
be conſtantly in employ, in a State of the Compa- 
ny's Trade laid before the Governor, Council, and 
Aſſembly of Jamaica, ſome Years ago, in Con- 
junction with Mr. Edward Pratter, the Company's 
Joint-Agent with me. This very State IJ had in 
my Hand at the Time of my Examination before 
the Lords of the Privy Council ; the ſame we we 
OR SOS . trank- 
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Calumny. 


Tear 1723, not ſince that Year, the Aſſiento being 


62 
tranſmitted to the Court of Directors of the Com- 
pany ; The Sub-Governor and Deputy- Governor, 


and ſeveral of the Directors being preſent at this 
Hearing, ſome of them had this very Account now 


in their Hands likewiſe : Aſter all which, can it be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed I could be capable of ſuch a 


Contradiction to my felt, and of uttering, before 


ſuch an Audience, ſo unprofitable a Falſhood ? 
It will be obſerved by every diſcerning Reader, 


that this Aſſertion charged upon me, is not capa- 


ble of thoſe Alleviations which ſome Miſtakes are, 


into which a Man may ſometimes innocently fall, 
through Inadvertence or Miſinformation; but is 
concerning a Fact, which, as Agent to the Com- 
pany, I muſt know of my own Knowledge, and 
therefore muſt be ſuppoſed, if at all, to have wil- 
fully and deſignedly prevaricated with their Lord- 
ſhips : Which, as it would greatly have encreaſed 


my Guilt and Folly, if true; ſo being otherwiſe, 


does proportionably enhance the Malignity of this 

P. 18. He makes another Aſſertion for me in 
theſe Words: © That there had been a greater 
e private Trade carried on from Jamaica, ſinee the 
* Year 1723, than in Eighteen Years which he 
had known the Iſland.” | | 

This being wholly his own Invention, I really 
believe was hatch'd for the ſake of the ingenious 
Comment which follows it; but whereof as I ſhall 
take Notice in a more proper Place, I ſhall wave 
making any Remark upon it here. 

It I gave any Handle to this falſe Aſſertion, it 
muſt be this true one, which I did make, and 
Which I ſtill avow; to wit, That there had been 
more private Trade, meaning (that this Writer 


-may be at no further Loſs for it) the private Sloop 


Trade from Jamaica to the Spaniſh Coaſt, in the 


then 


(6) 

then-open, than had been in the whole Time of 
che Suſpenſion of the Aſſiemto, during the laſt War. 
This we had alſo aſſerted in the betore-mentioned 
State laid before the Governor, Council, and Afſ- 
ſembly, which I now held in my Hand; and be- 
ing a Fact notoriouſly true, I now made uſe of it, 
as we did then, for an Argument to prove, what is 
yet unanſwered, and I think unanſwerable, that the 
bad State of the private Trade of Jamaica, is not 
really owing to the S. S. Company, but to other 
Cauſes entirely and abſolutely independent of them. 

I might complain of this Writer for many other 

unfair Repreſentations of what I ſaid at the Coun- 
cil-Board, he having either enlarged upon or mi- 
{taken my Meaning in almoſt every Particular: 
And this I have the more Reaſon to do, as well 
becauſe I did at that Time call upon all the Gen- 
tlemen preſent on che Part of Jamaica, there being 
a great Num ber preſent, to ſet me right in any 
Fact I ſhould aſſert, if miſtaken ; as becauſe, if he 
meant to be a fair Adverſary, he ought, in com- 
mon Juſtice, to have known of me, having had 


Opportunity ever ſince, whether I own'd thoſe 


Aſſertions he charged me with or not, before he 
thus reported them upon Memory. 

But I paſs over all the reſt, ſubmitting to the 
Candor of every Reader of his Narrative, What Al- 
lowances are to be made for the Aſſertions of a 
Writer in general, after two ſuch plain Inſtances of 


his Veracity; which, whether more to be admired 


at, or the Skill and Judgment with which his own 
Performance is conducted, is not eaſy to determine: 
whereon I ſhall venture however to beſtow ſome 


Remarks, and then leave that to the Deciſion of 


the Reader. | 
With what becoming Modeſty, and how very art- 
fully does this Writer introduce himſelf, pag. 1, 2. 
to a Miniſter of State, who had — the 
| oun- 


(71 
Council-Board when this Cauſe was heard, by 
telling him, that his Grace, atid about a Dozen 
more Privy-Counfellors, had ſuffered themſelves to 
be impoſed upon by the PFinefſes (Fallacy it is call'd 


in another Place) of the Managers of the S. S. Com- 
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pany; and that after hearing Council on both Sides 


for at leaſt Three Hours, they had laid their Judg- 
ment on a wroig Fbundation, without having a cleat 
and perfect Idea of the whole Affair? | 
But this clear and perfect Idea is what he next un- 
dertakes to give his Grace; and in order thereto he 
aſſerts roundly, p. 2, 3. © Thar a Spaniſh Trade o- 
& pen'd in the Infancy of the Colony, was a prin- 


“ cipal Means of Jamaica's being ſo well ſettled as 


e once it was, and that it maintain'd above Fifteen 
Hundred Seamen; which Trade the S. S Com- 


e pany, by obtaining the Aſſento Contract, have 


5 not only deprived the Iſland of, but have occa- 
ce fion'd great Numbers of People, particularly 
<« Seamen, to remove to other Parts. And this, 
ce ſays he, will evidently appear, when it is conſi- 
e der'd, that if there was no ſuch Contract in be- 
ce ing, or if it was in the Hands of any other Na- 
tc tion, they cou'd not carry it on without the Aſ- 


& ſiſtance of the Engliſh, and without trading with 


te the Inhabitants of Jamaica. 
I purpoſely tranſcribe theſe Propoſitions at large, 
becauſe they are the Corner-Stone of his Building, 
and without which all the reſt muſt tumble into 
Rubbiſh, fit for nothing but what they muſt have 
been deſigned, to blind the Eyes of the Ignorant 
and the Valbar. 1 7 
Let us now examine how they are ſupported. 
Why, he proceeds to give us an Account by whom 
the Trade to Africa is chiefly carried on; of the 
ſeveral Nations who have had the AſJento ; of the 
Situation and Fitneſs of Jamaica for this; and of 
ome parallel Caſes, as he apprehends, between Ne- 
| | | groes 


LET” 
groes in. Jamaica and Wool and Drugs in England, 
juſtifying the Duties laid on the former in Jamaica, 
in Conformity to the Policy of England; and ſo ha- 


ving ſpent about Seven Pages, proving his Facts 


by his Arguments, and his Arguments by his 
Facts, he ſums up his Victory with great Satiſ- 


faction of Mind, p. 8. Thus, my Lord, I have ſbeun, 


&c. repeating his own Aſſertions, without having 
produced the leaſt ſhadow of Proof for any one, 

But to be more particular: I appeal to every Rea- 
der of this Pamphlet, if it be not the leaſt Truth he 
expects to find from what is aſſerted in it, That at 
the very Time when the Britiſh Nation obtain'd the 
Alſiento, Jamaica was in actual Poſſeflion of this 
valuable Trade, and did then employ in it above 
Fifteen Hundred Seamen ; whereof great Numbers 
did, upon the Eſtabliſhment of the S. S. Company, 


remove themſelves, their Wives and Families, to othes 


Parts. | 5 
Now before I ſhew the Fallacy and Untruth of 


the Aſſertion itſelf, I beg leave to obſerve, that had 


the Fact been ſuch, it wou'd not have follow'd ne- 
ceſſarily that the S. S. Company were the Cauſe of 
this; but this Writer might have (as he really has) 
aſſociated two Ideas which had no proper Con- 
nection or Dependance one on the other. 

Ihe Spaniards, before the Peace of Utrecht, had 
not for many Years regularly ſent their Galleons 
into the Indies, but at ſuch great Diſtances of Time 
as left thoſe Countries, moſtly, to be ſupplied by 
the French in the South Seas, and by the Dutch and 
Engliſb in the North. I name the Dutch firſt, not 
from Pre- eminence of Nation, but of their Concern 
in the Private Trade in Queſtion, they having 


had ten times as much on that Coaſt for European 


Goods as ever Jamaica had: Since the Peace of 
Urrecht, the Spaniſh Galleons have been ene 
ſent, and given thoſe Countries, with what have 
s | been 


. aa 


a . ct. © >. in Ld 


Number, 


the S. S. Company, more than a full Supply. This 


has left but little room for the Jamaica Traders: 


And is this to be charged upon the S. S Company, 
or is Britain alone to be excluded? < 
As the Jamaica Trade has decreas'd, ſo has that 


of the Dutch, who have loſt vaſt Sumsof Money. by 


it within theſe few Years laſt paſt: Have the Dutch 


ever complain'd of the S. S. Company for this? 


Why no: Such Events are the natural Reſult of 
the different Policy and Maxims by which the 
Spaniſh Affairs have been conducted of later Times; 
and it is plain, I think, that if the annual Ship, as 
well as the Negro Trade, had not been obtained, 
the Trade of Britain, and conſequently of Jamaica, 
had been ſo much leſs to the Spaniſb Indies, than 
what it has been, and the Trade of any other Na- 
tion who had obtained it, proportionably encteas'd. 
The Truth of this Aſſertion was experimentally 
proved, in what I have obſerved to have happen'd 
during the laſt ſhort War with Spain; the Aſſients 
was then ſuſpended, and Jamaica, during that 
Time, had little or no Trade at all; and what a 
difference any long continuance of ſuch a total Suf- 
penſion of the Spaniſh Trade (which ſeems at pre- 


b ſent ſo little valued) would at any time make, in 


the Exportation of our Manufactures, and Impor- 


tation of Bullion, I fear this Nation would very 
7 ſenſibly feel. 


Bur I return to the Fact aſſerted by this Writer ; 
in refuting which, that I may be clear, I think I 


may ſafely advance the very contrary Propoſition to 
be true; to wit, That Jamaica was not in actual 
Poſſeſſion of any conſiderable Trade to the Spaniſh 
Coaſt, at the Time of the Eſtabliſhment of the 
S. S. Company; nor did that Trade maintain at 
that Time, (nor, as I believe, at any other) above 


Fifteen Hundred Seamen, or indeed half mw 
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It is notoriouſly known, that during Queen Anne's 
. vo 344.7 * TY . . 4 1 47 . . 6 
ar, there Were fitted out from Jamaica be- 
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n and Thirty Privateers, Which, in- 
n . i e 46 21 
clüding the raders, might very well employ 
; oy 2 ad 4.44 4 Iv. <4 "= 344 14.3 
above Fifteen Hundred Seamen, tho' much the 
greater part Were certainly on the pri vateerin Ac- 
rie hey Rd At {ar aI$40% AS 1 
count : Upon the Fame of many valuable Prizes 
brought into Jamaica, as well by theſe as by the 


Men of War, Whereof a Squadron of about Ten 
4 oa batt £4 2532 41) 1 7 S Tv 7 POET 8 
Sail were kept upon that Station, and with a View 


2595 to help towards the Charge of ſuch a con- 
kant Naval Force to this Kingdom in thoſe Parts, 


an Act of Parliament Was paſs d at Veſtininſter, lay- 


ing Britzhh Duties on all Prize Goods taken in the 


Tadies; which proved fo exceſſively diſproportioned 
to the Value there of many European periſhable 
Commodities, Wines eſpecially, that the Captors, 
inſtead of reaping anyH x fri 

Dangers undergone, were brought conſiderably in 
Debt to the Government, for the Duties of their 
Goods n over and above their Value; which 


ſo enraged the Seamen of the Privateers, that ſome Þ 
Time before the Peace of Urrecht, they were almoſt i 
all deſerted. This Hardſhip was repreſented by all 
the Merchants in Jamaica, to the Lords Commilſſi- 
oners of Trade; where, no doubt, the Repreſen- 

tation it felt may be ſeen, and will, I believe, be 
found to complain likewiſe of the Loſs of their 


aryeſt from their Toil and 


Trade at that Time; but more eſpecially affigning | 


the Deſertion of the Seamen to the exceſſive Duties 
abovementioned ; the which were thereupon recon- 


ſider d in Parliament, and the Act repealed. 


Let us now ſee what became of theſe Searnen, and 
to what other Parts they removed. Why truly they, 
kr{t removed to the Sanblaſs, a deſert uninhabited 3 


Place upon the Spaiziſh Coaſt; from whence, by a 


formidable Contedericy ; formidable indeed, as this 


Writer terms them, but it was to ourſelves, as well 
| = 45 9 


I 


® Saublaſs, whither they brou 
able Prize, which they had 


47) 
as to the Spaniards, they threatened the Safety of 
all the Navigation of thoſe Seas; and not without 
Reaſon, for no ſooner was the Peace concluded, 
bur moſt of them turned Pirates, ang. fpread the 
Seas from South to North, and from the one Indies 
to the other, till one Crew of them returned again, 


not many Years ſince, to their old Settlement — 
ght the Caſſandra, a valu- 

** * YC Fa 4 BY a > 5 * 

aken in the Eaſt- Indies. 
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Inſtead of being inhabitants of Famaica, and ha- 
ving Wives and Children there, as this Writer would 
infiquate ; theſe were ſtroling Seamen, no gther- 
wiſe reſigentiary at Jamaica, than as that was a 
Seaion fir for ther Furpoſe during the War: And 
yet how little ſoeyer they anſwer his Deſcription, 


he muſt be content with them for his P urpoſe, or 


find out another Set, which will better fit him. 
And here, er paſſant, [ beg leaye to drop my 
Opinion, in which 1 ſtand not alone, hut have as 


© ſenhble Men on my fide as any in Famaica, or as any 
chat know its Intereſts, and with its Proſperity ; 


1. 


be vi char norwichſanding the Riches thar ers 
| rhat 


brought into Jamaica by the Privateers, 7 0 at 
War, which indeed help'd greatly to make Money 


plenty, eſpecially in Taverns and Diſorderly Houſes, 


Z which. were vaſt encreas'd by them ; yet notwith- 


. * 


ſtanding this, I ſay, it was ſo far from being a real 
Advantage to the main Intereſt of the Colony, that 


it was a manifeſt Prejudice to it; from the univerſal 
Pebauchery of their Servants, and the Effect it had 
in turning Mens Thoughts in general, by the allu- 
ring Proſpects of ſudden Riches, from the more la- 


borious and patient Life of Planting ; in which muſt 
be allowed to conſiſt, as well the true Intereſt, as 


h 1 the real and permanent Security of the Iſland: And 


er reſtleſs and fanciful Men Hatter themſelves ne- 
ver ſo much with imaginary Benefits, from the Com- 
this 9 


modiouſneſs of Jamaicds Situation for War, it will 
| B 2 moſt 
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| moſt certainly, whenever it happens, give an im- 
mediate check to its Progreſs in Planting, and leave 
this Iſland, tho' the War it ſelf ſhould prove ſucceſs- 


ful, in the Hazard of which this Iſland takes its 
Fate, in a far worſe Condition than it finds it. 

But to return. I have ſpoke to this Writer's ſup- 
poſed Deſertion of Seamen firſt, tho' laſt in the 


Oder of his Propoſition, becauſe this Fact was ca- 


pable of the cleareſt Proof, and leads moſt naturally 
to the clearing of the other; to wit, what Spaniſh 


Trade Jamaica was about that Time in poſſeſſion 


of. And here Tenter my Caveat before- hand, that 
I may. not be conſtrued as intending to diminiſh or 
diſcredit any valuable Branch of Trade, which 
Britain or its Colonies have, or may exerciſe, a- 
greeably to its own Laws and Conſtitution. I am 


very ſenſible, this Trade once received open Encou- 


ragement, not only from the Government, but 
from the Legiſlature it ſelf ; but then it is to be 
conſidered, what the Poſture of Affairs in Europe 


then was, and more eſpecially of Britain, with re- 
ſpect to Spain; that France and Spain were then uni- 
ted in the ſtricteſt Bands of Intereſt and Friendſhip 
againſt us; that Britain was in a firm Alliance 


with the Emperor, and eſpouſed his Pretenſions to 


the Monarchy of Sain, Part of the Dominions of 


which Crown he was in actual poſſeſſion of: And 
therefore it may reaſonably be preſumed, what- 
ever was then done with regard to Trade, in any 
part of the Spaniſh Dominions, was done in concert 


with the then King Charles the Third of Spain, and 


in virtue of ſome ſecret Stipulations in Favour of 
Britain, for the great Service they were rendring 
that Monarch, by the Aſſiſtance of their Fleets and 
Armies. Beſides, as the Galleons had fail'd in 
ſupplying the Wants of the Spaniſh Indies, it muſt 
be allowed to have been good Policy, to tempt them 
by this Encouragement, to have embrac'd the _ | 

8 | | relts 7 


(13) 


reſts of King Charles, to which, no doubt, they 


5 were thought well diſpoſed ; and that it was in ſome 
3 ſuch View that Sir John Jennings was diſpatch'd 
8 with a ſtrong Squadron, in order to ſupport them 
in any ſuch Reſolution; it is plain his Expe- 
dition was not to attack them, ſeeing when he ap- 
e peared off Carthagena, and found the Spaniards de- 
- termined to defend themſelves, Sir John immediate- 
y hy quitted the Indies with his Squadron, and re- 
5 turned. At the Peace of Utrecht the Face of Affairs 
n was quite changed; King Charles the Third is be- 
t come Emperor, and Britain acknowledges Philip the 
rPFifth, with whom Treaties are concluded, as well 
h of Commerce as of Peace; by which, no doubt, it 
Vas then judged, that a more valuable Trade was 
m © acquir'd in certainty, in lieu of a worſe and more 
1- © precarious; or rather, I may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
at it was no longer thought practicable to take any 
5 publick Notice of a Trade, which, however advan- 
pe tagious it might have been to Britain in Time of 
e- War, being contrary to the Laws of Spain, with 
i- whom we were now enter'd into Amity and Friend- 
ip 2 ſhip, muſt neceſſarily be paſt over in Silence, and 
ce left to take its Fate on the ſame Baſis on which it 


to had ſtood in former Times of Peace. I know of no- 
of thing ſtipulated in the Aſſiento Contract againſt it: 
ad the Aſſiento Contract does not neceſſarily prejudice 


t- it; nay rather I ſhall ſhew, with the help of this 
ny Writer, tends to promote it. So that I muſt confeſs 
rt myſelf at a loſs to underſtand the true Meaning 
ad and Foundation of all this Writer's Clamour : 
of Would he have no Treaties at all, but that the 


ng bh Trade ſhould be left wholly to take its chance from 


Jamaica? That, the Reader will ſee, will be liable 


'Z alſo to Miſcarriages; for this Writer himſelf will 


aſt q tell him, they have none yet, tho* the Aſſjento is 
m ſhut, and their Factors come away. If he has any 


better Scheme of Trade, why does he not offer it 


— — 


= and before this had any Being, was never likely to | 


(69) , 
ro the Miniſtry or Parliament, that it may be 
examin'd, weigh'd and conſider d? Or if a Congreſs 
ſhould open, that may furniſh him with an Oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying thoſe Talents, of which he has 
given a great Miniſter ſo fair a Specimen, To all or 
any of theſe, the S. S. Company, nor any body elſe, 
can have any Objection. But ean any Reader poſ- 
fibly colle& any clear Idea, or frame any Judgment 
of the Trade he cries up, from the general Aſſer- 
tions he has given him; which in the whole amount 
to no more than this, That formerly Jamaica had 
a conſiderable Trade, and naw it has very little? 
which is the Caſe of numberleſs other Places, as 
well as Jamaica. 8 Pos 

Bur as I hope this is ſufficient to convince eren 
this Writer himſelf, that I am not for treating the 
private Traders of Jamaica as he does the Com- | 
pany, by demoliſhing them in all Events; ſo now 
let us proceed in our Examination, that by the 
Sequel we. may ſee what this Trade really was, as 
well as what it is. Fae . 

Mr. Pratter, who underſtands it as well as any 
body, but I believe never liked it enough to 
concern himſelf in it, has allowed with me, That 
the Private Trade was carried on in Hoops from Jamaica 
to great Advantage for ſome Tears during the War of ® 
Queen Anne. Vide Appendix. But then we were both 7 
alſo of Opinion, that this Trade ruined by Cauſes 7 
utterly remote and foreign te the S. S. Company, 


f 


revive again to any ſuch degree, until Spain itſelf re- 
lapſed into its priſtine Sloth and Indolence of Ga- 
vernment; and that therefore, as Matters now ſtand, 3 
the parting with rhe Aſſiento in dependance upon 
the other Trade again, might prove a parting with 
the Subſtance for the Shadows which wou'd be the 

more impolitick, in as mueh as Experience has 
ſhewn, as in the Year 1723, that it is poſſible both 
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may fubſiſt very profitably together: But in order 
to this, a little more Prudence, and leſs Noiſe, may 
perhaps be requiſite, and prove of more uſe, than 


8 all the Clamour this Writer wou'd endeavour to 
make about it. nw | 
/ I am here aware of the Opening I give this 


; | Writer to turn this Huſh upon my ſelf; but I muſt 


5 
N 
* 7 
7M 
tt Res 2.) 


: tell him once for all, I deſpiſe all Inſinuations of this 
* kind, bidding him defiance; and tho' it might be 
j inexcuſable in us to vaunt our own Services, 

> wWhieh we cou'd expect little but the Laugh from 
the wile in this Generation; yet I may be allow'd 
L to ſay, we are under no Apprehenſion of being ſu- 
ſpected for Breach of Truſt : Which he has my full 
u Þ Conſent to offer to the Parliament, as often as it is 
8 committed knowingly and wilfully to the Preju- 
* diee of their Principals, to be made Felony in all 
- Factors and Agents whatſoever. 

eo No to ſhew the plain Fact; that Jamaica was 


1 not in actual Poſſeſſion of this ſuppoſed valuable 
Trade at the time of the Erection of the Britiſh A, 


* 


1 fiento Company; I need ſay little more than refer 


= q the Reader to the Appendix. 


The Seamen have been ſhewn to be gone alrea- 
of dy, and the Writer himſelf allows the Trade went 


= 


before them. Alaſs! How precarious was its Sub- 


is 
£ 


0 3 ſiſtance, how ſhort its Continuance in any Exalta- 
— 4 tion! Wiſe and cautious Men ſtood looking on with 
+ their Money in their Hands, and did not dare to 
bre. ſtake a Bett, till the Table was removed and the 


. eo 9 orant, unleſs wilfully, that after the Loſs of Gan- 
fich s and ſeveral other valuable Sloops, ſome taken, 
ne ome overſet in Chace, and the Ruin which follow d 
"1... ol ſome of the moſt flouriſhing Houſes that ever 


. engaged in this Trade, which proves that this was 


liable to its Hazards as well as others: After theſe 
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Misfortunes, I ſay, all which happened before the S. S. 
Company was thought on, this private Trade lay 
ſunk almoſt in Deſpair, nor rear'd its Head again, 


but thro the Help and Aſſiſtance of the Company it 


ſelf, which this Writer treats as its only implaca- 


ble Enemy. Vide Appendix. | 
J come now to the Second Point, What Number 
of Seamen this Trade, in its moſt flouriſhing Con- 


dition, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have main- 


tain'd; in which I have taken the liberty to differ 


with this Writer at leaſt one half of his Aſſer- 


tion. 1 | 

But, I confeſs, -I think it impoſſible to determine 
this Number with any certainty. I have allowed 
him his full Fifteen Hundred to the Privateers and 
Traders together, but I know not how to ſeparate 
them; the Time I have pitch'd upon as of the 
greateſt Proſperity of this 'Trade, was 'Time of 
War; the ſame Men often traded with Com- 
miſſions of War in their Pockets; when the Sloops 
made Trading Voyages, they were furniſh'd with 
Arms, and the ſame Number of Men, as if they 
had been fitted for War, and deſign'd for no other 


-- Purpoſe ; and inaſmuch as the one Hand plaid into 


the other, and Trading Voyages were made of Car- 
oes of Prize-Goods, taken {ome times from the 
Spaniards themſelves, and fold them again; firſt 
changing their Properties upon Condemnation, and 
valued at much leſs than the prime Coſt in Europe; 
which producing great Profit, was able to afford 
an Armament, that no other fort of Prade, in any 
ordinary Channel, can poſſibly do: This was really 
trading, but it was with Arms in their Hands at 
the ſame time, to take or to defend; and in this 
blended State of Trade and War, who can divide 
the Seamen ? | | 35 
Nor let this be conſtrued as an Aſperſion upon 
thoſe Traders in general; I mean it not as ſuch : 


9 7 
» S 7 

2 
: rade 
, Q £ 

* 

1 8 

ry 

'T 5 


( 17 


Trade at that time could not with any ſaſety be 
otherwiſe carried on, than by arm'd Sloops or Con- 
voys of Men of War, which were not always to be 
had, or were not always preferr'd by the Traders 


themſelves; and tho theſe ſeem repugnant Princi- 
9 pug 


ples to ſubſiſt together, yet they did ſo to a Won- 


der, where the Commanders proved Men of ſtrict 
. Honour and Juſtice, whereot many were found 


which may be parallel'd, but not outdone : Capt. 
Candy), for an Inſtance, did as gallant Actions in 
War, and was at the ſame time a Trader of as 


9 much Honour and ſtrict Juſtice, even in the Eſteem 
of the Spaniards themſelves, as any Man whatever. 


But I wiſh I cou'd ſay all thoſe Commanders had 
acted like him; whereas the intercepting the Sa- 
niſb trading Canoes by virtue of Commiſſions of 
War, and Capt. Colbey's taking the Chagre Fleet, are 


> known Exceptions to it, and did not only occaſion 


the limitting the extent of thoſe Commiſſions by Act 
of Parliament, but did infinitely more Damage to 
the Jamaica Traders, both in Point of Credit and 
Intereſt, than was left in the Power of any after- 
born Company to do. Vide Appendix. | 
This was the State of the Jamaica private Trade, 


and this the Deſertion of above Fitteen Hundred 
Seamen, which, according to this Writer, were 


maintain'd by it, (unleſs as aforeſaid ; ) which he 
has thought himſelf juſtifiable in repreſenting to a 
\ Miniſter of State, in order to give his Grace a clear 
and perfect Idea of the whole Aﬀair; and next, 
2 what ? Why not only to induce the Payment of 
reaſonable Duties on their Slaves, but with an a- 
. * vowed Deſign of diſcrediring the Trade of the S. S. 
Company, as deſtructive to the Britiſh Commerce 
and Plantations in general, but more eſpecially that 
of Jamaica. 
= Parturiunt monte, 
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When I reſlect on this Writer's Proweſs and un- 
daunted Courage at Aſſertions, I am ſurpriſed hge 
did not proceed to tell his Grace, that before the 
Britiſh Company had the Aſſtento, there was ſtand- 

ing in Jamaica one of the largeſt and moſt beautiful 
Towns in all America; that it covered above Fifty 
Acres of Ground, all well built and fortified, that 
there were whole Streets of the Heighth and Model 

of the Houſes in London, and was furniſhed with 
all imaginable Conveniencies for Shipping and 

3 Trade, in which and in People it abounded, having 

| alſo one of the moſt ſpacious and ſafeſt Harbours 

: 


= in the World; but that ſince the S. S. Company had 
1 been ere cted, and had eſtabliſh'd the Aſſtento in 
| another Town in the ſame Iſland, the former de- 
lightful Scene was quite vaniſh'd, the Town once 
Bi | ſo famous and fo conſiderable, being become little 
| better than a fiſhing Town in compariſon to what 

| 

| 


it was, not half the Houſes ſtanding, nor one fixth 
= | Part of the People left, who have removed themſelves, 
their Mixes and Children to other Places; the Spaniſh 
4 | Trade being in a manner loſt, and even the Har- 
If bour itſelf not ſo ſafe as formerly it was. All this, 
5 | and much more of the ſame kind, might have been 
| added by this Writer; with equal Juſtice and Truth, 
| the naked Fact itſelf being true: And that it is ſo, 
1 Jam as much concerned at, as he or any other 
= j- Well-wiſher to ſo valuable a Part of the Britiſh Do- 
| minions can poſſibly be ; but I ſhou'd be juſt ſuch 
1 | another Writer as himſelf, if I ſhou'd thus leave 
| off my Narration, and not inform the Reader, that 
= all this happened not from the S. S. Company, but 
I! from two moſt dreadful Calamities of Earthquake 
ü and Fire, which, long before they were thought of, 
had befallen Port-Ropal. i 
Now, tho' I think I have ſpoke fully to the two 


4 


N Points of Trade and Seamen, ſo far as either can 
1 be thought poſſibly to have been affected by 
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the S. S. Company, as not having preceded their 


he Eſtabliſnment very many Years, yet I muſt account 
he with this Writer for what I have ventured to ſay of 
d- my Belief as to all preceding Times: He indeed 
ul troubles not his Head much with Circumſtances, 


ty. but contenting himſelf with Generalities, and one 
at Epoch, wou d have you believe that all the Times 
del before the Company, were one continued Era of 


th Golden Days, and all ſince, Ruin and Decay; if 
nd therefore he does not like to be confin'd to that 
ng # unlucky Criſis of Time I have choſe for him, I will 
urs = endeavour to go back with him to the Infancy of 
ad the Colony, and ſee how we are like to fit him bet- 
in ter. VVV BS 

de- l I cannot deny but he expreffes himſelf clear e- 
nce- + nough here, in Point of Time; A Spaniſh Trade, 
ttle 7 ſays he, open d in the Infancy of the Colony: But then 
hat the only Clew he furniſhes his Reader with, to diſ- 
xth cover what kind of Trade this was, is the Word 
ves, formidable in p. 2. where he ſays his Fifteen Hundred 


Seamen made the and formidable to its. Neighbours. 
lar- } Now I never knew a Hive of Bees formidable to 
any body who let them alone; theſe being always 
employed themſelves inoffenſively, ſeldom alarm or 
terrify their Neighbours. By this Deſcriprion there- 
fore of formidable, J fancy this Writer had in his 
Thoughts another Set of brave Traders (not the 
mechanick ſort) which flouriſh'd in the Infancy of 
Jamaica, and which moſt People have known beſt 
under another Denomination: But whether any one 
general Name takes in the lawful and unlawful 
Warriors of thoſe Days, for among his Number I 
Hear will be found of both ſorts, I proteſt I 'am 
not well enough vers'd in the Hiſtory to be poſi- 

tive; and. therefore ſhall ſpeak of them with due 
two Caution, and not mix Heroes with the Vermine of 
can ie Fant Eon it ETD e 
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But if this be the Time, and theſe the Seamen 
he fixes upon, I do believe with him that there 
were above Fifteen Hundred employ d in this Trade, which 
were formidable to their Neighbours ; and all the Diffi- 
culty that remains upon him, is to fix their De- 
ſtruction upon the S. S. Company; to which all the 
help I can give him is to tell him, that I never 
knew an Incident of any Value, and that made 
conſiderably to the Author's main Point, rejected in 
a Romance, becauſe of a ſmall difference in Point 
of Time of Forty or Fifty Years, or ſo; if Virgil 
himſelf was to be ſo ſeverely criticis'd, what wou'd 
become of his Credit as an Hiſtorian ? 

But I confeſs myſelf at this Time mov'd with 
ſome Indignation againſt this Writer. How coldly 
does he paſs over the Memories of Men, whoſe 
Atchievements deſerve to be celebrated by abler . 
Pens than ours; and whilſt he can tell the World of 

the juſt Fame of an Admiral, of which no Mortal 
upon Earth is ignorant, leave in Oblivion thoſe 
whoſe Cauſe he pretends to eſpouſe, and ſuch 
as merit Statues and Trophies in Jamaica, to their 
immortal Honour! | 1 
[| I own I have read with pleaſure, among the oldeſt 
ö li Records of that Iſland, the Reſolutions of a Coun- 
. cil of War, to this effect; I think it was upon Oc- 
(| caſion of Sir Harry Morgan's Trading Expedition to 
Bi Panama; to Wit. | | 1 
1. That too long a Peace would enervate their 
Militia, and deſtroy their Diſcipline. 
2. That War would keep up the Martial Spirit 
of the People. 
3. That this would make Money plenty in the 
Iſland. This laſt Reſolution ſeems only 
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* Sir Charles Wager's taking the Galleons in 1708. 
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calculated then to take in ſuch groveling Minds, 


as that of our Writer. 
But War being thus reſolved, a Handful of Heroes 


f embark; they fail, they land, they march, through 


a wild, rainy, mountainous and unwholſome Country, 


X þ 


ſuch as this Writer tells you deſtroys the S. S. 


Company's Negroes, in eaſy Journies) and forcing 
all the Enemy's ſtrong Paſſes in their way, at length 


oy” 


J * 
27 


each the South Seas, where they drive the Spaniards, 
paſtly ſuperior to them in Number, our of their Ca- 
pital City, Panama, which they take, plunder, and 
return. | 

2 I wiſh I was able to do Juſtice to ſuch Exploits. 
But how does this Writer of Memoirs treat ſuch a 
Paſſage in the Hiſtory of his own Country, in his 


arration? Why, inſtead of celebrating the Glory of 


theſe Men, and juſtifying their Fame, by informing 


is Readers, that Jamaica being firſt ſettled upon 


the moſt honourable Foundation, that of a Military 
Colony, after the Manner of the Romans, they {till 
-Earry'd on a rightful War againſt the ſame Enemy, 
which they had diſpoſſeſt of Jamaica, and with 


whom no general Peace had yet been made, where- 


the Indies were included; inſtead of this, I ſay, 


hich was the leaſt could be ſaid on the mention of 


12 
<7 


thoſe Times, he ſinks in his Account all that is 
great and honourable, which is contained in the two 


rſt Reſolutions of the Council of War, for which 
e gives you nothing but the Word formidable; and 
y fixing upon them the latter only, which he calls 
ccafioning a Circulation of Money, dwindles theſe 
eroes into Private Traders, with no other earthly 
eſign, that I can find out, than to raiſe them a- 


pain after 30 Years Reſt, and make uſe of them, like 


ays's dead Men, to be driven again off the Stage 


by the S. S. Company. 8 
I ould here indulge myſelf in farther applauding 


10 
> 
% 


erit, as much as this Writer ſeems to have taken 
. | plea- 


6212) 
pleaſure in confounding of Story; but that the 
Treaties of general Peace coming on, tho' ſeveral 
Tears after the Reſtoration, this Heroick Race of 

Men not being extinct, ſome of them could not re- 

concile themſelves to private Life, but ſet their Ver- 

tue againſt the Law, nor can now appear but with 
faded Luſtre; over whom I ſhall therefore throw a 

Veil, and for fear of tiring my Reader, haſten to 

conclude this Affair of Private Trade and Seamen, 

by Argument and Obſervation, ſince I deſpair of 
doing it by Diſcovery of any Foundation in Fact 

for this Writer's Aſſertion. . 

And my Argument ſtands thus ⁊ 

The greater Extent of Trade muſt neceſſarily, I 
think, always employ the greater Number of Hands, 
whether Landmen or Seaameen. 
Now, for about two Years of this laſt opening 

of the Aſſiento, the Company's Agents at Jamaica 
being fully provided with Slaves, did therewith (as 

I do verily believe) carry on as great an Extent of 

Trade with the Spaniards, as ever the Private Tra- 

ders did, in the like I'ime, in Negroes and European 

dry Goods (not Prize) both together, and return'd 
_as much Bullion to Britain; therefore the Number 
of Seamen employ'd by the Company, were ſufficient 
at all Times to carry on the ſame Value or Quanti- 

ty in private Trade. . 

But ſays this Writer, p. 20. Negroes were the leaſt 
Part of the Commerce of the Private Traders. This 
{1 flatly makes againſt him in Point of Number of 
| Seamen, becauſe the ſame Veſſel which can carry 


= | but 10000 J. in Negroes, may carry ten Times 
10 that Value in Goods, and require fewer Hands, 
if becauſe Goods neither eat, nor drink, nor rebel. 


Again ; It has been obſerved, that' in the Year | 
om 1723, the Private Traders had a confiderable Spirt | 
10 of IL'rade in Goods as well as Negroes ; from 
= whence J argue, ))) TO TEE 

| That 
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That in the Year 1723, there having been be- 


twixt the Company and Private Traders together, 


at leaſt as much Trade carried on as ever was by 


the Private Traders alone in any one Year; it fol- 
lows neceſſarily, that either as many Seamen were 
employ'd in it, and then the Company had not 
drove them away, or ſuch a Number as this Wri-: 
ter aflerts was never neceſſary, and conſequently 
were never employed in this Trade, properly ſo 
cal”d: Let him take which Side of the Dilemma 


be 8 55 LED 
The Dutch have had, generally ſpeaking, above 


twice the Number of Ships of Force trading all 
along that Coaſt, that Jamaica has had, of Trading 
Sloops; and I very much doubt, if ever their 
Number of Seamen, at one Time, reach'd to 


* 


Fifteen Hundred.  * 


But on this Head comes in this Writer's ſly Ob- 
ſervation, p. 19. Though poſſibly, ſays he, there might 
have been a VERY CONSIDERABLE Private Trade 
carried on, which perhaps ſome of HIS FRIENDS are 
able to explain. For the ſake of a little Popularity, 
he is content to demoliſh his own Building with his- 


own Hands. This muſt allude to a very confiderable 


Private Trade in the Company's Snows, or elſe tis 


nothing to the Purpoſe ; and then my Argument, 


as to his Seamen, will ſtand thus: 


ſix Snows of the Company's, were able to carry on 


a very gonfiderahle Private Trade, over and above the 
Company's Negroes, and conſequently over and a- 
bove what was ever before carried on by the Pri- 


vate Traders of Jamaica with above Fifteen Hun- 
dred. The reſt T am to anſwer for to the Com- 
pany ; nor am I afraid, in behalf of the Intereſt he 


betrays, to open the Eyes of this Writer, by tel- 
ling him, that the real Enemies of Private Trade, 


of any Kind, can be none of his faſt Friends. : 
© cn | | | ut 


That Two Hundred Men in conſtant Employ in : 
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But his Seamen, p. 17. are ſuch as are ſettled 
with their Vives and Families, To which I anſwer, 
That the Company, in the Method they. have carry'd 
on their Trade at Jamaica, have employ'd many. 
ſuch, and always preferr'd them, as the Seamen 
themſelves have alſo done the Service of the Com- 
pany, to ſuch a Degree, as to ſollicit for and 
thankfully accept 50s. per Month, Jamaica Money, 
in their Employ, preferably to 4 / and 4 J. 10 5. 
per Month, in that of any Private Traders whatſo- 
ever. 2 > 

And the Reaſon of this Preference is plain, be- 
cauſe the Company's Service is a conſtant Employ, . 
which the other is not : And how this Difference 
can contribute to the Company's driving away 
Seamen with their Wives and Families, and to the- 
others fixing them, is left to this Writher further 
to explain. | | 


It would be endleſs to ſhew all the Miſtakes of- 


this Writer; his Voyages to Carthagena and Porto- 


bello, are ſtated alike, p. 4. whereas the Latter ge- 
nerally takes twice the Time of the Former, and 
both as much again as he allows. 5 
But to proceed to the reſt of his main Propoſi- 
tion: The Company muſt be anſwerable for all 


theſe Loſſes, p. 2, 3. © When it is conſidered, ſays 


be, that if there was no ſuch Contract in Being, 
© or if it was in the Hands of ANY OTHER 
«© NATION, (no matter which, it ſeems in the 
Opinion of this Writer, ſo Britain has it not) 
* they could not carry it on without the Aſſiſtance 
ce of the Engliſh, and without Trading with the 
© Inhabitants of Jamaica.” Will he give me leave 
to add two or three Words to make this plain; to 
wit, to a greater Extent and Degree than the S. S. 
Company haue done. This he muſt allow to be his 
Meaning, or elſe he ſays nothing to the Prejudice 
of the Company, or the Advantage of Jamaica. : 
| e 0 All 
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And does this Writer of Politicks really think, 


that if the French had the Aſſiemo again, they would 
trade more with Jamaica than the & S. Company 
have done? Or if they did, would more contri- 


bute to the enriching, peopling, and ſtrengthening 


of it? Here his Fears from the Neighbourhood of 


Hiſpaniola, p. 33. are laid aſide; and in the Service 


of Private Trade, or rather for any ſeeming Argu- 
ment againſt the & S. Company, a perfect Confi- 
dence is rais'd in the French. They were under a Ne- 
ceſſity, ſays he, p. 3. when they had the Aſjjento, 
of purchaſing great Numbers of Negroes from the Inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica (intimating, that the ſame would 
follow again) NOT ONLY FOR THE ASV 
ENTO, BUT FOR THEIR OWN PLAN- 
TATIONS. Which, p. 33. he tells you are in- 
creaſing, to the endangering the Safety, as well as 


the Proſperity, of Jamaica. What an Advocate is 


here for ſo important an Iſland! | 

But for the ſake of Jamaica and its Inhabitants, I 
muſt not quit this Subject, and leave them under 
this Reproach: Let this Writer conſider it again; 


Is this Fact true or falſe? Did the Inhabitants of 


Jamaica ſell great Numbers of Negroes at that 
Time to the French, not only for the Aſſiento, BUT 
FOR THEIR OWN PLANTATIONS? Take 


care; theſe laſt can't be ſuppoſed to have gone to 


Carthagena, but to the French Settlements on Hiſpa- 
niola; with whom, I believe, ic was, at that 
very Time, HIGH-TREASON to trade; and 
am ſure, it was a Trade of a treaſonable Na- 
ture : and whether true or falſe, is a much greater 
Calumny upon the Iſland in general, than any 
he has ſet forth as from Enemies, in this extraor- 
dinary Piece. | | 

For can any thing be ſuppoſed more abſurd, or 
more repugnant to the Common Intereſt, than rhat 


for the Sake of a little Gain to a few Particulars, 
1 D : any 
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any Society ſhould ſuffer, much leſs encourage, the 
furniſhing two powerful neighbouring Nations, uni- 
ted in War againſt them, not only with the Means 
of carrying on an abſolutely neceſſary and beneficial 
Trade to both, but to the ſtrengthening of Hiſpani- 
ola, which, you have his own Word for it, is Jamai- 
ca's moſt formidable Neighbour and Rival in the 
Sugar and other Plantations produce? I own, 1 
cannot believe this; and if this Writer knows of any 
ſuch vile Practices, that were privately and clan- 
deſtinely carried on, the beſt Atonement he can 
make to Jamaica and its Inhabitants, for this gene- 
ral Aſperſion, is to detect the Parties therein concern- 
ed, and their ſecret Methods of carrying on ſuch a 
pernicious and treaſonable Trade; in which, as 
Britain it ſelf is equally concern'd, I am very glad 
he has given this Hint to a Miniſter watchful for 
its Safety, that ſuch Practices as theſe may be better 
look'd to hereafter, and prevented, | 
And can any Reader, after this, think, with this 
Writer, that the French, in Caſe they have the Aſſi- 
ento again, will trade more with Jamaica, than the 
S. S. Company have done? Or it we ſhould fall out 
with them again, that Jamaica would think it its 
own Intereſt, or Britain think it theirs, to drive this 
Trade with them? Or can we pretend to ſay, that 
France, in undertaking the Aſſiento, muſt abſolutely 
depend upon us? They have once undertook it, 
when we were their declared Enemies, and yet 
they had an Overplus of Negroes, it ſeems, for 
their Plantations ; whereof they ſettled a great 
Number of Sugar-Works, during that War; if we 
helpt them, the more ſhame for us. For, how- 
ever it may be juſtly argued by lawful Traders in 
Time of Peace, that they may indeed fit ſtill and 
leave other Nations to take the Benefit of ſupplying 
their Neighbours with Materials for Improvement of 
their Lands; but that it is not poſſible for them to 
linder 
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hinder ſuch Improvements being made; and there- 
fore, that the Inhabitants of Famaica may as well 
take this Advantage, as leave it to other Nations ; 
but to do this in Time of War, was a Practice, 
which ſuch a Writer alone, as I have to do with, 
would attempt to defend. e | | 
Nor let us be altogether ſo confident of our 
Superiority in the Trade to Africa, until we are 
more united in this reſpe&, as well as others, a- 
mong our ſelves. I am no Party Man between 
the African Company, and ſeperate Traders to that 
Coaſt ; but I can ſee in this, as in many other Re- 
ſpecs, that we are the weaker there, by our Diviſions 3 
and I have heard, what I believe to be true, that 
the French have beat us out of ſome of our Settle- 
ments in the River Gambia, as the Portugueſe have 
deſtroy'd others in Angola: And tis a Queſtion, 
whether the Dutch, who have ſupplied both the French 
and Spaniards, and even ſome of our own Planta- 
tions, with great Numbers of Negroes from Statia 
and Curacoa, are not able to do us more Damage 
than both French and Portugueze have done on the 
Coaſt of Guinea, whenever they pleaſe, unleſs better 
Care be taken of ſome of our Forts and Caſtles. 
But without carrying this Point any further; is 
there a ſufficient Foundation, or does it become 
any Engliſþpman, but this Scribler, at a Time when 
the ſeveral Inclinations and Intereſts of the Powers 
of Europe ſeem more intricate and entangled than 
ever, to tell them all, that, as to the Trade to Africa, 
Britain gives the Law; as to the Aſſiento, Jamaica. 
He might, with as much Reaſon, have ſaid it of 
GIBRALTAR: But, I fear, unleſs it be done by 
Freaties, it muſt be ſuch Heroic Private Traders, 
as his were in the firſt Settlement of Jamaica, that 
muſt determine ſuch arduous Points as theſe. 
But I muſt ſtill follow my Leader, flightly 
paſſing by many leſſer Miſtakes, or I ſhould never 


Set to the End; ſuch are, what he ſays about Provi- 
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ions, p. 5. Has he never heard, that where the Car- 
rion is there will be the Crows; this Simile will 
: Pleaſe him, but it proves however, that the North- 


ern, as well as Negroe Traders will ſend their 
Commodities to that Place, wherever it be, where 
the Company ſettles the Aſſento; and that therefore 
the Ifland have been obliged to the Company, and 
not the Company to the Iſland in this Reſpect. 
Thus again, in regard to Freight, it is a known 
Difference of Twenty Shillings per Head in Ne- 
groes, between the Windward Iſlands and Jamaica; 
the Company having always paid Twenty Shil- 
lings per Head more to Jamaica than to Barbadoes; 
and for this Twenty Shillings per Head extraordi- 


nary, paid by the Company, the Planters of Ja- 


maica have had the Freight of their Sugars ſo much 
the cheaper to Britain, as the Qutward-bound 
Freight helps to make up for a leſſer Home. 
What has been in this Man's Head, when he 


Debits the Company Sixteen "Thouſand per Ann. 


to the Iſland on this Article? p. 6. 
And with what Facility, p. 6, 7,8, does he anſwer 


an Obſervation made at the Council-Board by a 


Noble Perſon, upon export Duties; which, if I took 
right, was made to ſhew how cautiouſly they were 
to be laid ; and that in general, the Export was 
to be encouraged by Allowance of a Draw - back. 
— To which this Writer=NEGROES, MY LORD, 
ſays he, iu the Plantations, may be compared to WOOL 
in England. What then? Why, if he would have 
carried on his Parallel, according to the Truth of 
the Fact, he muſt have ſaid, Therefore as an En- 
couragement is given in England for the Importation of 
Wool, we lay a heavy Duty, in Jamaica, upon 
the Importation of Negroes, What a Parallel is here 
and yet the Fact won't allow it to be mended. The 
Duty is Ten Shillings per Head on Import ; and 
E thought my ſelf obliged to inform their Lord- 
| ſhips, 


(29) 

ſhips, at the Council-Board, that the Company 
had paid Duty for above Five Hundred dead Ne- 
groes, which had coſt them about 7 7. per Head 
Freight, and produc'd them not a Ryal, and for 


above Five Hundred more, not worth above 10 J. 
per Head. This Duty, Mr. Richard Harris, 2 


Merchant then preſent, and than whom no Body 
underſtands this Trade better, or is more to be 
credited, told their Lordſhips, was really more 
burthenſome than even the Export Duty, as he 


explain d further from his own feeling: And could 


the Directors of the S. S. Company anſwer to 
their Principals, the not complaining of ſuch 
Hardſhips as theſe, as well as of the great Amount 
of the whole Duties, Import and Export, being 
above 18, ooo l. in about Four Years full Trade? 
And yet this Writer has the Aſſurance to tell à 


Noble Lord, who heard all this, and in order to 


its being laid before His moſt Sacred Majeſty, for 
the repealing of an Inſtruction given to Governour 
Hunter, that it had been thought neceſſary in Jamaica, in 


Imitation of England, with reſpect to Wool, to make the 


Importation of Negroes eaſy, and to lay the Duty on Ex- 
portation. Would not every Reader have concluded 
that there had been no Duty at all on Importation ? 


This Duty, which as to Importation is here quite 
_ drop'd, being made eaſy, is in the next Paragraph ſaid 


to fall on the Conſumer, and not on the Importer, 
the diſtinction of Import and Export being here 
omitted; ſhall I ſay artfully or difingenuouſly ? Let 
the Reader judge that, and where it falls; and let 
the Writer bluſh if he can. | 

The next Argument, p. 7. is to make what 
went before to be allowed more reaſonable, and to give 
the NOBLE PERSON who made the Objection 
clearer Ideas from another parallel Caſe, that of Drugs, 
from which, as he has laid it down, I confeſs I can 


frame no Idea at all, but what makes againſt his 


Import 


— 
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Import Duty as clear as the other Caſe ; and as to 


a Duty upon Export, he has either wrong tran- 
ſcribed the AR, or not given us enough to under- 
Rand its Meaning. ary 81 

But his Inference, p. 8. is beyond all the reſt : If 
I underſtand it right, it amounts to this, Colonies be- 
ing dependent on the Mother Country, are to follow its 
Maxims, Wherefore, as the Mother Country gives a 
Premium upon Importation of Wool from Foreign Coun» 
tries, and (partly to encourage their own Plantations) 
admit the Import of all Dying Woods Duty Free, 
therefore the Dependent Colony may reaſonably lay 
Duties on the Manufactures of the Mother Coun- 
try; I ſay Manufactures in general, for why not 
upon all Britih Goods, as well as Negroes, ſince 
theſe are the Produce of Woollens and other Britiſh 


— Manufactures, and are all alike neceſſary to the Plan- 
tations, and alike exported from thence to the Dominions 


of a Foreign Prince? This is call'd following of Max- 
ims, which is going directly oppoſite; to follow the 


_ Maxims, in his way of Reaſoning, is to tell the 


Mother Country in plain Exghiſh, you lay Duties 
upon our Sugars, and we follow your Maxims by 
laying them upon your Wool, or upon your Negroes, 
it makes no difference, 15 | ; 

And can he poſſibly flatter himſelf that any par- 
ticular Men in Jamaica, much leſs ſo wiſe and 
experienced a Governor, or the Council and Aſſem- 
bly, will thank him for this? And won't he be told 
by his Friends, that he has gone our of his Depth, 
that his Zeal might have been commendable, and 


he might have been of ſome uſe in making a Noiſe, 


arid clamouring againſt the S. S. Company in gene- 
ral terms, or if he had pick d up more Scraps for 
the Craftſman, and got him to work them up as he 
did the Queries, there had been no great harm in 
it; but to fall upon the Privy-Council, and to at- 


tempt to expoſe their Judgments, and to handle 
himſelf 
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himſelf ſuch Points as he has done, in doing which 
he has more miſrepreſented the Iſland, and eſpe- 
cially in the Charge of Iadependency, (v. p. 34.) than 
all the prejudiced Perſons, or its baſeſt Enemies had ever 
done before him, or had been able to do ; and that 
therefore after all this, he muſt no longer expe& they 
can appear for him, approve his Conduct, or own 
his Sentiments, . much leſs recommend him for a 
Sollicitor for the Ifland, which wou'd now give too 
much Colour for their being ſuppoſed to have coun- 
tenanc'd his Proceedings hitherto. So much I owe 
in Juſtice to the Injuries this Writer has done Ja- 
maica; the reſt I leave to the Privy-Council. 

There is one Particular I find I overlook'd in p. 2. 
which being of the ſame Stamp with what goes be- 
fore, may do as well to be remarked here ; and as 
it regards Truth, it ought not to be omitted, The 
Company, ſays he, diſpute paying the SAME DU- 


TIES which the Private Traders paid for many Tears. 


Here, firſt, they are called the ſame Duties: This, I 
fear, I muſt call a Falſhood, becauſe I think I may 
be pretty poſitive that there was no Import Duty 
before the Company had the Aſſiento. Secondly, 
The Private Traders indeed have paid the Duties, 
but they have all along complained of them ; and 
the Petitions, both of the Merchants of London and 
Briſtol for Reliet, were now before the Council- 
Board, as well as the Company's: Nor will it be ſuf- 
ficient for him to ſay now that he meant other Pri- 
vate Traders, he ought to have explained it, and 
not have deceived his Readers; who, I dare ſay, 


will own, that they imagined all Private Traders 


had contentedly paid them : This therefore muſt paſs 
for a Prevarication. | 

We muſt now go again to p. 8. Thus, my Lord, 1 
have ſbeun, &c. His Talent it ſeems did not lie in 
ſpeaking, p. 1. He has now ſhown what it is at 
Writing; but I have not done with this Para- 
graph, a V herein 


deſerve to be unearth'd, and 
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- Wherein I muſt take Notice of theſe Words, 
p. 9. And exerciſed in the Manner they have done. He 
had emptied his Quiver at the Afjjento it ſelf, 
with Reſerve | of this one Arrow aimed in par- 


_ ticular at the Execution; his Meaning, as I take 


it, is fully explained, p. 18, 23, 24, Cc. to allude 
to the Company's trading themſelves to Guinea; 
and this is another maſterly Stroke of this Writer. 
I confeſs, in the firſt curſory Reading of this 
Piece, fancying I had the Author all along in my 
Eye, when I came to this Part of the Charge, it 
puzzled me extreamly ; for I could ſcarce think it 
poſſible that the very Perſon who had clamour'd 


| loudeſt at the Company's buying up all the Ne- 


in Jamaica, and thereby rendring them ſcarce 
and dear to the Planters, and who had prevailed 


with the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, chiefly 


upon his own Information, to report the Matter 
in this Light to his Majeſty, could be the ſame 
Perſon, who now, dropping the Planters and his 
former Grievances, of Scarcity and Dearneſs, tells 
his Grace, that the Company having already made 
Negroes o_ and cheap in Jamaica, are about to 
ruin all the Merchants to Guinea, by occaſioning Ne- 
groes to be ſo very cheap, that no private Merchant 


will be able to afford them; and who therefore muſt 


either leave off the Trade, or be ruined, p. 25. But ha- 
ving, on a little Conſideration, fully ſatisfy'd my 
ſelf of this Writer's great Talent this way, I no 
longer doubted, It muſt be he; tis a Unique, and 
there can be no other: And does not ſuch a Mole 


that, he has done you no harm; leave that to him- 
ſelf ro do, or to his Friends in Jamaica, when they 
catch him: Well, for the ſake of our Friend M vo, 
I ſpare him. : 7 

What is ſaid afterwards of the Company's having 
it in their Power to ſet what Price they pleaſe on Ne- 


groes 


2 No, don't do | 
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Froes, eis well as the Product of the Nand, was the leaſt 


he could ſay to make up with the Planters again, 


for having turned Cat in Pan with them upon this 


Occaſion. But his Reaſoning on this Subject, and 
his chimerical Inferences, are not, I think, capable 
of being more expoſed, than as they ſtand martialld 
by himſelf, C nn er | 

But to give full Satisfaction to the Reader con- 
cerning the Company's Proceedings on this Head: 
The Fact is thus; when the Method of Supply of 
Slaves came under the Conſideration of the Court of 
Directors, at the laſt opening the Aſſiente, it was 
found upon looking back, that ſome Loſs had been 
ſuſtained under the preceed ing Direction, by their 
Trade to Africa; and as I was now choſe one of the 
Company's Agents, the Court was pleaſed to ask 
my Opinion in this Matter, which I gave, accord- 
ing to the beſt of my Judgment, for their truſting 
to the Market, and buying there; verily believing 
that this would be their cheapeſt Method, and that 
ſuch ready Money Buyers would never want any 
Supply which they ſhould require, at any Place what- 
ſoever, where they ſhould once fix the Aſſiento, 


and timely Notice thereof be given to the Mer- 


chants ; nor did I think, however I proved miſtaken, 


that there was any room or reaſon hereby to fear 


any Damage ariſing to the Planters, from ſuch an 
Encouragement to a Common Market, but rather 
that the contrary was to be inferr'd, and that by 
creating Abundance, Cheapneſs, &c. would follow, 


v. Appendix. 


Mr. Pratter has ſince agreed with me in Opinion, 
that Neceſſity alone of a Supply of Negroes ought 


to induce the Company to prefer trading to Gui- 


nea themſelves; but that it were ſtill better for 
them, even to loſe ſomething upon te Guinea 
Trade, rather than want Negroes for the Afſzento, 


ſince their Duties were to be paid in all Events, - 


and 
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. 
and their Charges the ſame under a deficient, as a 
full Supply of the Aento. | | 5 
The Court of Directors, in ſetting out this laſt 
Time, took a middle way, which, I believe, will 
be allowed by every body to have been the beſt; 
which was, to make ſure of ſome certain Number, 
and leave the reſt to Experience. This ſecured 
themſelves in ſome Meaſure, and prevented any 
ſudden Scarcity to the Plantations from the Com- 
pany's immediate Demand; and ſo they concluded 
a Contract with the Royal African Company for 
35 ooo Slaves to be delivered them at Jamaica the 
firſt Year, and afterwards made another for 60 
more, to follow as ſoon as poſſible. [1 
It happened however, that both theſe Methods of 
Supply proved inſufficient. The Royal African Com- 
pany failed in furniſhing their full Complement, 
which obliged us to purchaſe of the Private Mer- 
chants ſuch a Number, as raiſed the Clamour 
before obſerved, of the Planters againſt rhe Com- 
pany, for exporting all the Negroes, whilſt they 
imported none. | C2 | 
And to ſuch an Extremity were the Company 
reduc'd, for want of Negroes to ſupply the Aſſiento, 
in the Year 1723, that the private Merchants did 
not only raiſe the Price upon us conſiderably, but 
told us, if we would not come up to thoſe Prices, 
they would carry their Negroes to the Spaniſh 
Coaſt themſelves; which ſome did actually do, and 
I believe did not fell them the very choiceſt Negroes 
in Parcel, at above One Hundred and Thirty 
Pieces of Eight per Head, notwithſtanding the 
great Want of the Spariards, thro* the Company's 
| Deficiency ; and here I muſt once again tell this 
Writer, that ſuch Negroes as thoſe were, meaning the 
Bartley Galley's, for an Inſtance, will at all Times 
fetch from T'wo Hundred and Sixty to Three 
Hundred Pieces of Eight per Head, when ſold by 


the 
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the Aſſento; he would not forgive me if I ſhould 
add, would fetch Four Hundred Pieces of Eight, 
if it was not for private Trade. Here let the 
Reader remark, that the Company's Prices in Woolen 
and other Goods, are above thoſe of the Private 
Traders, near as much in Proportion as thoſe of 
Negroes ; and whether the Britiſh or Spaniſh Nation 
reaps the Benefit of this difference of Price between 
the Company's and Private Trade, or by which of 
the T'wo the Spaniſh Plantations are moit likely to 
be encouraged and encreas'd, J once agree with 
this Writer, deſerves the ſerious Conſideration of 
every well-wiſher to the Commerce of Great-Bri- 
tain, and of its Plantations. Upon this Subject, 
how pathetically does he move his Grace to the 
Conſideration of their Intereſt, with reſpe& to Ne- 


” 


groes; It is Negroes that make Sugar and Indigo; it is 


Negroes that plant Cotton and Ginger ; it is Negroes, &c. 


p. 8. And in p. 23. How far it may therefore be rea- 
ſonable, ſays he, to reſtrain the Company and Others in the 


Number of Negroes which they export to particular Places, 


&c. This is honeſtly ſaid, in adding the Words 
AND OTHERS, the Private Traders as well as 
the Company ; and I wiſh it could be done by Br;- 
tain, in reſtraining ALL OTHER NATIONS, 
as well as themfelyes, wherein lies the difficulty of 
this Propoſition ; but I dare venture to ſay the 
Company will have no Objection to this; and until 
it can be brought about, I'll tell him an Expedient: 
Let our own Private Traders ſell none under the 
Company's Prices, and the Advantage in Manu- 


facturing all the Weſt- India Produce, will remain 
ſufficiently on the fide of our own Plantations, 


But to proceed ; this Want of Negroes was the 
viſible Neceſſity of the Company's Trading again to 
Africa, from which, before this Writer excludes 
them abſolutely as Aſſientiſts, he will, I hope, make 
a Contribution for them the Private Traders, 
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to pay the King of Spain's Duties, which muſt be 
paid whether they 1mport the Negroes or not. In 
ſhort, it is ridiculous and abſurd to ſuggeſt any 
Aims of the Company's by this Trede to Guinea, 
except their own Supply, to which they have been 
forc'd for that End, and which, I ſpeak my belief, 
they will be glad to give up, upon reaſonable Aſſu- 
rance of a ſufficient Supply of Slaves for the Aſſiento 
by any ether Means, and without being expoſed to 
the Want of Slaves again; and at the ſame Time to 
ſuch contradictory and groundleſs Clamours. Un- 
lucky Company! and more unlucky Managers! 
who in the execution of a national Contract, at 
once ſtand charged with buying all the Negroes, 


and thereby ruining the Planters; with not buying, 


and thereby ruining the Merchants; with importing 
Negroes in Prejudice of Theſe, and not importing 
them in Prejudice of the Others; with deſtroying 


private Trade, and thereby preventing the Expor- 


tation of Britiſh Manufactures; with conniving at 
private "Trade, and thereby promoting this very 
Exportation : In fine, accuſed in the Name of their 
Proprietors, for betraying their Intereſts, and in 
the Name of all others, for not betraying them. 
Muſt they anſwer or be ſilent? or can any one 
ſpeak and not offend? | 

It they ſhould quit the Guinea Trade again, will 
the Planters be ſatisfied? and will not this Writer 
make it matter of Conſcience not to deal with 


them ? Bur of this I confeſs I am not much in pain, 


even as to him himſelf. I dare ſay he would be ſo 
good, and ſo juſt to the Company, as to undertake 
the Delivery of any Number of Negroes, for which 
they might contract here with any Traders to 
Ajrica, being conſigned to him upon reaſonable 
Commiſſions. Is not the Myſtery unfolded ? and 
have I really hit the Mark? And your Houſe, you 
ſay, has loſt ſome Commiſſions which you ſhould 
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probably have had, if the Company had continued 


to buy all. 
Hinc ille Lacryma ! 


Confeſſion has always ſomething of Togenuity in 


it; and you ſay you are ſorry for it, and that you'll 
write on their Side next. Well, there is no Oc- 
caſion for that, I ſhall ſhew that you have done 
that enough already, and though I think, with re- 
ſpe& to your own Views, that you have carried 
the Jeſt a little roo far. Private Men, you know, 
much leſs Companies, don't love to appear forc'd 
into Meaſures ; but as this was always agreeable ro 
my Opinion, all Malice apart, I will do you what 
Service I can in this reſpec. F215 
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N. 1 785 the Fallacies of this Writer's Aſ- 


rtious are further expoſed; and the 
great Advantages of the Aſſiento Con- 
tract, both to Britain and Jamaica, proved 


fully and clearly from this Writer's own” 


Conceſſions. 


. A FTER this Pacification (I wiſh it prove 


lucky) ro which, as I have ſufficiently 
ſhewn my Inclination, ſo it cannot be 
doubted, but it will end in Peace, if this Writer is 
ſincere; becauſe, I think it will appear manifeſt to 
every judicious Reader, that we ſhall both find our 


Accounts now in re-eſtabliſhing the Aſſlento; and 


with his Aſſiſtance, and that of ſome of his Friends, 
or but the ſilencing of their Clamours, while we can 
be heard, it can be no longer difficult to convince 


the whole Nation, Jamaica included, of the Truth 
of this plain Propoſition, That Peace js better than 


War; 
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War; and that as inconſiderable as my Antago- 
niſt and my ſelf are, this whole Kingdom and the 
Trade thereof, are not leſs concerned than our- 
ſelves, in the good or bad Iſſue of our preſent 
Controverſy. But in as much as Britons delight 
more in contending for Honour than Intereſt, I 
muſt give fair Warning to my Opponent, that I 
expect to find not the leaſt Inſult hereafter, upon 
the Rights of a Britiſh Company, nor even upon 
the meaneſt Britiſh Trader, much leſs upon ſo im- 
portant an Ifland as Jamaica; if I do, I ſhall look 
upon it as an Argument of his Infincerity in this 
Treaty; and calling again to mind the Examples 
of ſome of his Heroes of old, {ſuch as * Coxon, who 
alledging the Spaniards were faithleſs Men, and 
never to be truſted, ſwore eternal War againſt 
them, I cannot be anſwerable that I ſhall keep my 
Temper and not reſent it, however I may risk my 
own Credit or Intereſt thereby, with that juſt In- 
dignation which is due to all Breach of Faith, a- 
mong Britiſh Writers of any Honour or Reputation 
in the World. Fre LEWES 
And now let us proceed in the Examination of 
the reſt of this Piece, which it will be his Intereſt 
now as well as mine, that I ſhou'd expoſe as much 
as it deſerves, becauſe it will tend to the accom- 
pliſning our main Purpoſe; and then he will get his 
Friend the Craftſman to publiſh what he thinks 
roper by way of Antidote for his Readers, againſt 
the poſſible ill Effects of his P. S. in his Paper, No 
78, which an Author of his great Capacity will 


* This Coxon was one of the laſt of 'the Buccaneers, abo did 
Wonders in Courage and Conduct; and for his Mercy frewn in Vic- 
zory, bis great Bravery, and Contempt of Money, which he profeſs d 
zo deſpiſe, and gave alcvays among his Men, vas ſeven Times par- 
done by the Kings of England. He proclaimed King William at 
Port-Royal, before it was known there that he was King of 


England. 


very 
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very eaſily be able to do, eſpecially as he has moſt 
fortunately provided himſelf therein with theſe 
Words, to wit, © If the Facts alledged in it, ſays 
he, (ſpeaking of the Pamphlet he was celebrating) 
<« are true, which indeed areſvery plauſibly ſet forth; 


theſe laſt Words won't be leſs uſeful to him now, 


than they were before, ſeeing he may ſtill com- 
pliment the Writer as to his Skill, and tell his 
Readers he was ſo very artful, that he was enough 
to deceive the very elect; and proteſt, that with all 
his Care and Circumſpection which he conſtantly 
takes not to be impoſed upon himſelf, much more 
not to impoſe upon his Readers, he may ingenu- 
ouſly confeſs, that this once he himſelf has been 


| deceived ; and that upon further Examination of 


the Facts alledged by this Writer, inſtead of find- 
ing them to be true, there is ſcarce any thing in 
the whole Pamphlet that is not compounded of the 


groſſeſt Miſrepreſentations, Abſurdities, Prevari- 


cations and Falſhoods, that ever he met with in 
any one Piece; that this has made him juſtly ſu- 
ſpect the Foundation in Truth of the Queries he 
publiſhed ſome time ago on the Credit of the ſame 
Writer, in which he is deeply affected with his 
own Conſciouſneſs, as having done it at that time 
with defign'd Prejudice to an Honourable Perſou, and 
to deprive the City of ſo uſeful a Repreſentative ; but 
that he hopes his Readers, and all the World, will 
forgive him this, and numberleſs other Tranſgreſ- 
ſions he finds he has been guilty of, of like natute, 
upon his ſevere Humiliation and Repentance at 
this Seaſon ; having, as he aſſures them, applied 
his own Doctrine of political Regeneration to him- 
ſelf, and, for the future, moſt ſeriouſly reſolved to 
publiſh no Facts of any moment, but ſuch as he 
ſhall firſt have taken all poſſible Pains to be fully 
informed about, and in his own Conſcience ſhal! 


be verily perſwaded of and believe to be true; much 
| leſs 


. 

leſs will he ſuffer himſelf ever hereafter to be drawn 
into the guilt of publiſhing ſuch Facts or Reaſon- 
ings as concern Chriſtian and Moral Duties, as well 
as Political, whereby honeſt and inoffenſive Men, 
however obſcure or inconfiderable, may be wound- 
ed in their Reputations, and ſtigmatis'd as falſe 
Witnefles (the greateſt of all Condemnations both 


among Chriſtians and Moraliſts) by his means 


throughout the World. But as it wou'd be Raſh- 
neſs and Folly in me to attack a Writer of this 
Magnitude beyond the juſt Limits of Self-De- 
fence; ſo I make not the leaſt douht, but he will 
be leſs credulous hereafter, of fuch Writers, and 
their Intelligence, and think himſelf under an 
indiſpenſable Obligation, both as a Chriſtian, a 
Moraliſt, and a Gentleman, as well as a political 
Writer, to make my Innocence, at leaſt my De- 


fence, as publick, as he defign'd my Tranſgreſ- 


e | 

But to return to my Pamphleteer : In p. 9. he 
opens a new Scene thus; I ſhall now inquire, ſays 
he, into the Merits of the S. S. Company's Petition, &c. 


and ſo, without any further Formality, or regard 


to the Opinion of the Privy-Council, proceeds 
himſelf to p. 19. to try this Cauſe over again ; and 
in order to juſtify his own Sentence, differing it 
ſeems from that of their Lordſhips, he makes 
the Company's Witneſs ſay what he pleaſes, and 
then gives Judgment. pe, 

This is a Matter that concerns the Judicatory of 
the Dernier Reſort from all his Majeſty's Planta- 


tions; and to be thus treated, is in my humble 


Opinion the greateſt of all Calumnies, and of the 
worſt Tendency to the Security and quiet Enjoy- 
ment of our Peace and Properties Abroad; for 


Vhat regard can be expected to be paid to final De- 


ciſions in Cauſes, or what Opinion muſt the Sub- 


ject entertain of Judgments the moſt ſolemnly pro- 
| 5 | nounc'd ? 


E 


( 


houne'd 2 Where ſhall be our reſting Place? If a 


Court, uſually conſiſting of a Preſident, the Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, the Lord-Chancellor, the 


Lord Privy-Seal, the two Lord Chief Juſtices, the 
Maſter of the Rolls, beſides the other Great Men 
of which this Board is compoſed, after full Deli- 
beration, 1 lay; upon the Subject's Complaints, 


| ſhall not give Counſel to his moſt ſacred Majeſty; 


without being called in Queſtion by ſuch a Wri= 
ter, who complains to the Kingdom, under Diſ- 
guiſe of a Letter to a Secretary of State, that they 
have laid their Judgments on a wrong Fpundlation, 
and ſuggeſts it to have been done in Prejudice of 


an Iſland of vaſt importance to Britain, in a moſt e- 


juitable and reaſenable Point, ſcattering throughout 
is Work Inſinuations, as if the Safety of Jamaica 
as well as its Proſperity was even endangered here- 
by, and all this in favour of a Company deſtructive 
to the Britiſh Commerce and Plantations; Would 
not a Stranger conclude that we lived in Fæce Ro- 
muli? | | 
But let every Briton rejoyce, yea, I ſay te- 
joyce ; here is indeed one ill Effect, but it ſprings 
from the beſt of all Cauſes, next to God himſelf, 
to wit, Liberty. This Writer, after all this, walks 


about, and ſtruts like a Patriot, and no Warrant 


from a Star- Chamber has iflued againſt him. 
But ſuch is my Regard to the ſolemn Deciſions 


ol Juſtice, that I ſhall not venture even to ſpeak in 


their Defence, otherwiſe than by ſaying, Ir is the 
Duty of all Parties to ſubmit to them, or to Pe- 
tition for a Re-hearing ; which, if this Writer had 
not himſelf is diſtruſted his own Cauſe, he mult nes 
ceſſarily have known to have been his only Method. 
He tells us, however, p. 13. That upon readin 
the ſeveral Acts of 4ſſembly, together with his Majeſty's 
Iiſtrutions, they were found agreeable and conformable 
therety, My chief Remark upon this is to do him 
| | F Juſtice, 


ty | 


C42 
| Juſtice, as having in this one Place aim'd rightly 
in doing it to the Iſland; and as J hope he is ſincere 

in this, and intends thereby to aſſure his Grace, 
that his Majeſty may always expect the ſame Con- 
formity, I make as little doubt as he does, but we 
fſhall ſo find it. 1 „ 
But in p. 15. he rene ws his Attack upon the 
Company in a very eſſential Point; 4 Company, 
ſays he, which is ſaid to give no new, no real Advan- 
tages to this Nation, &c. By whom is this ſaid ? or 
does he ſay it himſelf, or report it from any other 
Pampleteer, as an Argument, pro tempore, uſed at 
any Time paſt? Is it not apparent to every Man 
of common Senſe that the Britiſh Aſiento Contract 
is neu? Had Britain, ever that Contract before? 
And is it not as apparent that the Licence for an 
annual Ship of 650 Spaniſh Ton, to enter the Sa- 
wiſh Ports of America, is neu? Had Britain ever any 
ſuch Licence before, or any thing equal to it? Both 
„ are alike untrue. Suppoſe the Emperor and Spain 
„ had gone on with their new Alliance, and the Offen- 
11 ders had gone with their annual Ships, to Portobello 
i! and Vera Cruz; and the Bullion which the S. S. 
1 Company have imported into Britain had gone to 
7 Oftend, would that have been zew? How far theſe 
are beneficial beyond any thing we have had before, 
is another Point, that I have ſaid ſomething upon 
already, and ſhall ſay more before I end : But his. 
Poſition is as abſurd and falſe, as if we ſhould now 
make a Treaty with France, and allow them every 
Year to export a certain Quantity of our Wool 
unwrought, which Quantity ſhould prove bur lit- 
tle more M Certainty than what they had been able 
in ſome extraordinary lucky Years to fetch away by 
15 their Owlers, who by this Treaty would now be 
i prejudic'd by a leſs open and publick Countenance: 
| Will this Parallel fit him with reſpe& to Wool? 
1 * Or as it Spain was by Treaty to allow France one or 
1 | | : two 
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two Permiſſion Ships every Year into the South Seas. 
Might not particular Men in both theſe Caſes, with 
equal Reaſon, tell the King of Fraxce, Sire, your 
Majeſty has by theſe Treaties of Commerce got no 


neu, no veal Acquiſitions to your Kingdom, but has 


deſtroyed two more valuable Trades, of which we 
were long ſince in Poſſeſſion, and of which we have 

been deprived ſince theſe new Treaties of Commerce 
have been enter'd into. 

However, to ſhew this to have been the Caſe 
with reſpe& to the S. S. Company's Trade, is 
the profeit Deſign of our Writer's Performance; 
and indeed, if aſſerting may be call d ſhewing or 
proving, he has done it in many Places. But now 
ler the Reader ſee the Force of Truth above Fal- 
ſhood, even out of the Mouth of this Witneſs him- 
ſelf. In p. 15. he has theſe Words, So that a Wine 
Merchant, &c. will pay as much Duty to the Crown, &c. 
as the S. S. Company, which carries on a Trade from 
thence (Jamaica) for” above half a Million of Money 
Yearly. Let this be compared with his Quotation 
out of the Britiſh Merchant, p. 27. where the Private 
Trade is ſet but at Two or Three Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds per Ann. in Negroes and other Mer- 
chandizes, and this the higheſt it was ever ſer at 
in any one Year, by any body; and is not here above 
Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Aur. from this 
Writer's own Confeſſion, of Trade that is ze, 
and above what Jamaica ever had before? And is 
it poſſible a Trade for above half a Million per Aun. 
can be carried on from any Place, withour being a 


a great Advantage to that Place? Or would any o- 


ther Politician but ours want to be rid of it, and 

that without being ſure of any thing in its ſtead. 
But I come now to thoſe happy Days, when 
Jamaica, he owns, had ſomething neu, by the 
Aſſiento, from its being in the Hands, as he calls ir, 
of the Portugueze 3 but 13 his Account the Rea- 
. der 


(44) 
der will judge what ſhare of it he has left to thoſe 


Aſſientiſts. One would think indeed from his De- 


ſcription, that it was an Uropian Contract, that he 
had only given you for a Model of what he would 
be at: He tells you, p, 19, 20. That © when the 
« Portugueſe had the Aſſiento, they did not only buy 
& all the Negroes at Jamaica, but give a Premium, 


cc no leſs than 25 and 30 per Cent. tor Money; and 


te this was the more beneficial, becauſe any Man 
« had the Liberty of ſubſcribing what Sum he 
ce pleaſed, not under One Hundred Pounds, and 
their Dividends were punctually paid every Voy- 


< age, which was made in about Six Weeks.” Here 


he takes Six Weeks for Voyages to Carthagena and 
Portobello, which before, according to him, were 
made in Fourteen. Days. ] 
Bur in the main, 1s this really true, and may 
this be hoped for again ? Does not every body ſee 
the Company already vanquiſh'd ? They themſelves 
can take no Offence at this Writer, v. his Preface, 


in endeayouring to bring back ſuch Halcyon Times 


as theſe. | 

Bur here is another jumble of Truth and Falſ- 
hood. Don Porcio, (a Caſtillian, as I have heard) 
bur let him paſs for a Portugueſe, was the Aſſientiſt, 
who employ'd Don Jago Caſtiglio as his Agent at 
Jamaica, to carry on the Aſfiemo of Negroes, who 
having no Stock of his own, and depending on the 
Credit and great Profits of the Contract it ſelf, 
whereby to anſwer his Occaſions, was obliged, as 
I believe, to give ſuch Premiums upon Money as 
this Writer alerts; in Conſideration whereof he 


' approves, you ſee, their Settlements at Jamaica, 


and the Private Traders paſs an Act of Grace for 
him, which he gives you in theſe Words, p. 20. 
That it was ſo far from being a Hindrance to the Pri- 
vate. Trade, that it rather promated it. For what poſſi- 
ble Uſe or Purpoſe of his own does this Writer 
bſab out this Story:? | 2 > Hers 


(OL 
Here firſt he proves the main Streſs of the Ar- 
gument againſt himſelf; The Aſfento was ſo far 
from being a Hindrance to the Private Trade, that it 
was a Benefit to it. What need I have labour'd as 
J have done, to prove that the Aſſiento Contract 
was not neceſſarily the Cauſe of its Ruin? 

But not content without fully proving tlie Be- 
nefits of the Aiiento then, to Britain as well as Ja- 
maica, he goes on thus: By thoſe Means, ſays he, the 
Settlement of the Portugueſe Factors muſt be allowed to | 
havg been a very great Advantage to Jamaica. This, ; 
J ſuppoſe, alludes to the 25 and 3o per Cent. 
Bur a few Lines after follows his regard to Great 
Britain. For, lays he, under their Cover //ERY conſi- 
derable Quantities of Britiſh Manuſactures were gear- 
ly vended. This is ſaid in Praiſe of the Portu- 
gueſe Aſſiento. Now let the Reader look back but 

to the former Page, and he'll find him ſaying the 

fame Thing, as an Argument againſt the Britiſh 

. Contract. Though poſſibly, lays he, there might have 

3 been à very conſiderable Private Trade carried on, which 
is infinuated as having been done by the Company's A- 

8 gents and in their Swows.  _ | ; 

) The Fact now I take to be agreed between us, 

, that the Aſiento is VERY ADVANTAGEOUS 

t both to Jamaica and Ereat Britain; and all the real 

d 

e 

: 


TV Pen ry 


Difference that remains, muſt lie in the Method by 
which it is carried on. I dare ſay this.25 or 30 per 
Cent. would make it up. But before I examine him 


5 a little cloſer to this Article of Account in the Por- 
8 tugueſe Aſſiento, let me put him and the Reader in | 
e mind here, that he has gone much beyond me yet 4 
, in ſetting forth the Value of the Aſſiento Contract; | 
Ir What Trade but this can afford 25 or 30 per Cent. 
0. on Bottomree in a ſix Weeks Voyage? What Trade 
j- but this can furniſh ſuch frequent Opportunities of 
i vending Yearly in Spaniſh Ports in the Indies, ſuch 
r very confiderable Quantities of Britiſh Manufactures ? | 
re I i 5 5 Whilſt Y 
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Whilſt he himſelf tells us in the ſame Page, That the 
Private Traders have been ſo 75 from having any Trade, 
excepting for a few Proviſions, that above 100,000 l. Va- 
lue in Britiſh Manufactures lie xow at Jamaica decay- 
ing; and cannot be vended ; and this appearing of his 
own ſhewing, to be the Condition of the Private 
Trade, at a Time when it can neither be attributed 
to the Company, or to the Fidelity or Unfaithfulneſs 
of their Servants, (both alike condemned by this 
Writer) who are all removed from the Coaſt. 

Here perhaps the Reader may be curious of 


knowing what is the real Cauſe of this Obſtruction: 


The Anſwer is Twofold : Firſt, The Spaniards 
have been in no want of Goods; Secondly, They 
have been afraid of a Gallows which the Preſident 
of Panama ſet up in Portobel, whilſt Admiral Hofer lay 
at the Baſtimentos, proteſting he wou'd hang the 
firſt Man he ſhou'd catch trading with the Coaſt- 
ers. And here it may be obſery'd, that this Trade 
is not to be forced ; for tho* it is impoſſible for 
them to guard their Coaſt in ſuch a manner as to 
prevent all Trade, yet as the great Demand is for 
Inland Countries, to which there are Paſſes well 

uarded, it is equally impoſſible to carry on any 
confiderable Trade, without ſomething like that ſort 
of Winking which this Writer ſpeaks of, p. 20. 
But whether, in his Account of it, he has taken a 
proper Method to promote J/inking, and thereby 
{erye his Friends ot the Private Trade, every Rea- 
der will be able to judge. This ſame J/inking is 
Death to the Royal Officers as well as others ; and 
this Writer has judiciouſly determined in himſelf, 
that the way to get the Gallows pulFd down in Por- 
zobel, is to tell the Preſident and Royal Officers they 
deſerve it themſelves; and yet whilſt he is publiſh- 
ing their Crimes and Demerits, he hopes they will 


allow him and his Friends to enjoy the Sweet of 
them. And is not this a rare Private 'Trader to 


be 
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| þe. truſted ? Or how if this Inſinuation ſhou'd be 
falſe, muſt not this be placed to his Account among 
his other Calumnies? Whilſt, after all the Diſpoſition 
this Writer may fancy, or would ſuggeſt there is, in 
the Royal Officers to Winking, all WVinking that 
is voluntary, and to any conſiderable Purpoſe, has 
its Root in the Neceſſities of the Spaniards, as well 
thro' want of Goods as Negroes ; which, if grown 
exceſſive, from the negle& ot them by the ordi- 
nary Channel of Supply, the Government muſt 
neceſſarily relax its Authority to keep the Peo- 
ple quiet; ſo that if you trace Minking to its 
Source, you'll find it muſt begin at Madrid, where, 
if they have a mind to be ſharp- ſighted, their Offi- 
cers will alſo be ſo in the furtheſt Iadies. This was 
ſufficiently manifeſted, both from the Succeſs of the 
French Ships many Years in the South Seas, and their 


Excluſion from thence afterwards by the failure of 


their 'Trade, not from any Force uſed to prevent 
their going, but by hanging up thoſe Spaniards that 
were diſcovered to Trade with them ; and to theſe 
_ Cauſes, and theſe only, are to be attributed the 
Diſappointments of like kind which the Private 
Traders of Jamaica and the Dutch have ſuſtained. 
But if we may credit this Writer's Teſtimony 
on the fide of the Aſcento, in how ſtrong a light of 
Advantage above this precarious Private 'Trade has 


he ſet his Portugueſe Contract, which, ſays he, afford- 


ed a Cover for very Conſiderable Quantities of Bri- 
tiſh Manufactures to be Tearly vended? This Cover 
is ſomething he points out emphatically to his 
Reader, as diſtinguiſhing this from the other Pri- 
vate Trade; and from whenee, and the Anger he 
has conceived againſt the S. & Company's Agents 
at Jamaica, for not permitting the like in the 
Company's Sloops, or at - leaſt not permitting 
him to ſhare in it, would not one be apt to con- 
clude that the Aſfrento Trade it ſelf, that is, the 
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private Part of it, was the Very Private Trade tliis 
Writer has all along been extolling, in Objection 


to the Contract it ſelf? . 


And this ſeems the more reaſonable from the 
great Elogiums he has beſtowed on the Aſſiento in 
the- Hands of Don Fago, afterwards Sir James Ca- 
ſtile, very deſervediy ; for it is Matter of Fact, 
that this was the time of Famaica's greateſt Pro- 
ſperity, owing principally to the Aſſiemto Contract 
being ſettled there; which being a conſtant em- 
ploy of Seamen, in Trade properly ſo called, 
and a conſtant Indraft of Money circulated in the 
Iſland, from the ſeveral Demands of the Aſſiento, 
and Supply of the Spaniards, whoſe firmeſt and beſt 
Allies we then were, when the French were our 
common Enemies, and there was a peculiar Anti- 
pathy between thoſe two Nations, every thing 
conſpired to its Happineſs. This indeed may be 
call'd its Golden Age. As yet no Hurricanes, no 
conſiderable Earthquakes, no Droughts to the 
laying Waſte whole Pariſhes, had been felt in that 
Iſland. But who, beſides this Writer, is ignorant 
ol the Viciſſitudes to which humane Happineſs is 
ſubject, and that Man is often apt to miſtake the 
true Nature of it, eſteeming Bleſſings for Curſes and 


Curſes for Bleſſings? Which is exactly his Caſe at pre- 


ſent, whilſt inſtead of aſſigning the Change of Con- 
dition which Jamaica has undergone, to its proper 
and evident Cauſes, and rejoycing at the Aſſiento be- 
ing re-eſtabliſhed among them, as a good Omen 


from whence they may hope Saturnian Days are 
again revolving to them, he makes this the very 


Cauſe of all its Misfortunes, becauſe, it has 
not brought along with it 25 and 30 per Cent. 
Premium upon their Voyages, to himſelf and a- 


bout a Dozen more. But before I ſhew him that 
the preſent 4//;zeato Contract is greatly more benefi- 


cial to Jamaica, as well as to Britain, than that 
E former 
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former Contract was, let me here examine him a 
little, as to what he has aſſerted of that former. 

Is it really true, what is ſaid, p. 20. That ANY 
MAN had the Liberty of ſubſcribing what Sum he 
pleaſed on thoſe Terms, and their Demands punctually 
paid? This one Fact well proved, with any viſible 
Proſpect of obtaining the like again, would go near, 
for ought I know, to overſet the S. S. Company's 
Trade. But it muſt be proved; and here I much 
doubt, Firſt, Becauſe J have been converſant a- 
mong the Cotemporaries of thoſe Days, and ne- 
ver heard of above an inconſiderable Number who 
were admitted into this Bottomree Buſineſs, nor 
of above One who got conſiderably by ir. And, 
Secondly, Becauſe the poor Aſſientiſt hi mſelf, Don 
Porcio, was ruined by it, and his Agent at Jamaica, 
Sir James Caſtille, died there, halt ſtarving, poſ- 
ſeſſed of nothing bur a Knighthood. 1 
But ſuppoſe there had been a Dozen, ſuppoſe 
Twenty (neither of which Numbers, 1 believe, 
ever Were concerned in one and the ſame Voyage) 
had been admitted to the Benefit of theſe Premi- 
ums ; ſuppoſe an equal Number were capable of 
being benefited in like manner now; if this Wri- 
ter was not one, would not he have {till clamour'd, 
that in the Method this Trade was carrying on, 
not only the Iſland of Jamaica and its Private 
Trade was ruined, but the Britiſh Commerce it 


ſelf endanger d? And would not the Craftſman in 


like manner have given the Alarm, and ſent it in- 
to diſtant Parts, with his Opinion, that what was 
ſaid was very plaufible and deſerved the Conſideration of 
Every well-wiſher to his Country? And might not o- 
thers, for the ſame Reaſons, ſtand up, and with 
grave and ſolemn Faces, tell General Afſemblics that 
the Managers for the Company were a Pack of 
R, about to ruin both their Trade and Na- 
tion ? Whether this be a Key to underſtand Cla- 
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(50 
mour in general (with ſome few Exceptions) I 
leave to the more judicious Reader. But whar 
difference does this make upon the Ballance, to the 
Prejudice or Advantage of the preſent Contract, 
compared with that of the Portugueſe, with regard 


to either of the whole Iflands; whilſt a ſhort. 


Ccmpariſon will ſhew, that this of the S. S. Com- 
pany, in the Manner it has been exerciſed, has been very 
conſiderably more advantageous to Jamaica, as well 
as to Britain, than the Former was? 

When the Portugueſe, ſays he, p. 13. had the Aſſien- 
to Contralt, they, as well as the Private Traders, bought 
all their Negroes in Jamaica, This is urged by our 
Writer in Favour of the Negroe Factors againſt the 
Planters, who will call this a Prejudice; ſo that the 
Iſland won't allow this a Benefit, becauſe, ſay 
they, it made Negroes ſcarce and dear. Bur if it 
was a Benefit, then likewiſe have the Company's 
Buyings been ſuch. But how many Sir James 
Caſtille bought is not ſaid : And how can a Cauſe 
be try'd, eſpecially as to Value and Extent, from 
ſuch Evidence? Ihe Company, I will now tell 


him, bought near Jen Thouſand Negroes in a- 


bout four Years Trade, beſides about Eight Thou- 
fand which they have imported ; and in this Time 
their Exportations have been near Fifteen Thou- 
ſand and until he ſhews the contrary, he will al- 


low me to tell my Readers, that I verily believe 


theſe Negroes are double what thoſe former Aſſien- 
tiſts ever traded for in the like Compaſs of Time. 
« From hence it appears, (ſys he, p. 20.) 


„ that the Portugueſe 4ſſjento, AND THE PRI- 


«© VATE TRADERS of Jamaica, were not only 
ce beneficial to the Iſland, but to the Trade and Na- 
* vigation of Great Britain. The Merchants of 
& London and Briſtol furniſning them with Negroes 
* and Woollen Goods, created Employment for a 
« great Number of Factors, "Tradeſmen, Ship- 


Jr 


Een, 
« ping, and Seamen; and the Money brought 
into the Iſland being ſoon after remitted Home, 
e occaſioned a Circulation here as well as there: 
* Whereas now every thing in that way is engroſ- 
* ed and ſwallowed up in that great Gulph; and 
* not only the Inhabicants of Jamaica, but the Bri- 
« tiſh Merchants and Seamen are deprived of their 
© uſual Employment.” fn 

Let the Reader obſerve how lovingly this Writer 
makes the Aſſiento and the Private Trade jog on to- 
gether in thoſe Days; and let this whole Paragraph 
ſhow their united Force, with the great Skill of our 
Writer 1n thus embodying them : and. then let 
the Craftſman read it once again, and tell the World 
what a plauſible Piece of Work he has made of it. 

Can a Reader have Patience whillt I ask this 
Writer, of what Merchants, and of what Nation 
the S. & Company have bought their Negrocs? in 
Ships of what Country theſe, and thoſe of their own 


| Importation, were brought into Jamaica? What 


Countrymen were their Factors, Tradeſmen, ec. 
that they or their Trade have employ'd? Where 
have they bought their Woollens and other Goods? 
And to what toreign Land have they remitted their 
Bullion, inſtead of ſending it to Brita? Is not this 
an Evidence to what a Degree of Intatuation Party 
Principles are capable of byaſſing Men of the quick- 
elit Diſcernment in indifferent Matters, to find 
that ſuch Traſh as this can be cry'd up and recom- 
mended to the peruſal of all who have regard to the 
Britiſh Trade and Plautations? Whereas all the real 
Differences between that which this Writer here 
extols, and the Trade of the S. S. Company, is great- 
ly in Advantage, and to the Preference of the lat- 
ter. The S. S. Company's Trade, I have fully 
proved, (and till he brings any Proof, I think I 
may now ſet my reaſonable Beliet againſt his Aſſer- 
tion) has been of twice the Extent that ever the 
; G 2 Portu= 
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Portugueſe Aſſiento was; and from this Writer's own 
Teſtimony, near double (in this one Branch of it 
alone) to what the Private Trade ever was; and 
being ſuch, mult neceſſarily employ in Britain and 
Jamaica near double the Number of Factors and 
Tradeſmen, to what either of them have ever done. 
But what Temptation had he to mention Remittan- 
ces Home, as an Advantage on the Portugueſe Aſſiento's 
Side? Was nothing remitted ro Don Porcio the A, 
ſientiſt? Or was it a greater Advantage to Britain 
that the King of Spain's Duties, if no more, and 
no doubt ſome Profits were expected, and ſome- 
thing was remitted as ſuch, (however they fail- 
ed afterwards) ſhould be returned in Bullion to 
Soain or Portugal? Nor will it be a Salvo to ſay this 
paſo'd through the Britiſh Dominions, and ſo might 
be returned in Goods. This indeed is our Caſe 
now, but on theirs it would be begging the Que- 
ition; whereas I may more reaſonably ſuppoſe, the 
Returns of ſo much, at leaſt, were made in the Gal- 
leons, by the Way of Spain. Under all Suppoſitions 
here can be no Preference given to the Portugueſe 
Aſſiento in Remittances, becauſe it is certain all are 
made to Britain now; nor, had it not been for the 
Twenty Five and Thirty per Cent. which was Par- 
ticular not National, can any Preference be given 
to the Aſſientiſt himſelf; unleſs his being a Foreigner, 
and employing foreign Factors on the Coaſt, and 
ſometimes Spaniſh Shipping and Spaniſh Seamen, be 
ſuch in the Eſteem of this Writer, according to his 
general Poſition, that it is better any Nation had it 
than Britain, p. 3, 


Dor is there any thing in the next Paragraph, 
where he ſays, that the S. S. Company furniſh the 
Spaniards with the beſt Negroes, and our own Colonies 
with the worſt, that gives any Preference to the Por- 
tvgueſe Aſſiento, or the Private Traders, above the 
britiſh Aſſiento: Nor has Jamaica wanted GOOD, 
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THE BEST NEGROES, in the Method the A fli- 
ento Contract has been carried on by the S. S. Company. 
Take this Writer's Word for it in another Place, 
and all the Danger is of their becoming ſo very cheap as 
to ruin the Merchants who ſell them : But the Crafiſman 
indeed has made a proper Uſe of this general A(- 
ſertion, by ſending it to his Readers in diſtant Parts 
who know nothing of theſe Affairs, and theretore on his 
Recommendation may unjulily conceiveſome Odium 
thereby to the Trade of the S. S. Company. 

In the next Paragraph, p. 21. [75 likewiſe neceſſary 
to obſerve, ſays he, that the Trade for Negroes before it 
was in the Hands of the S. S. Company was chiefly to 
Portobel and Carthagena, from whence they were ſent 
by the Spaniards to Inland Countries, viz. Lima, Oc. 
Would not any Reader be apt to conclude from 


hence that it was otherwiſe now? Or is this an artful 


Way of publiſhing Falſhoods ? Jult in the ſame 
Manner has the Trade been, ſince the S. S. Com- 
pany have had the Aſſiento; only I will ſhow it more 
particularly, by telling him, and undeceiving 
his Readers, that for ONE Negroe ſent by the 


S. S. Company to any, I believe I may ſay to 


all other Places put together, TEN have been 
ſent to Carthagena and Portobel. But in the reſt 
of this Paragraph, and what follows, p. 22. he 
further explains himſelf, and yet thereby, in- 
ſtead of clearing the Matter, further embroils it, 
and miſguides his Reader: He tells you, that 
they are encreaſing their Sugar Works at Havana 
and St. Jago. Who can help it? Since if the A 


fiento do not ſupply them, the Private Traders, he him- 


ſelf tells you, have and will. This is part of the very 
Trade he is contending for, and yet ſhews you the 
ill Conſequences of it; whereas no other Anſwer 
need be given, nor any other Remedy in Nature 
can be found to this, than by keeping up the Price 
of Negroes to the Spaniards, which is the Practice 8 

| ; 8 | tne 


„ 
the Aſſiento, and with-holding them from them at 
low Prices, which it is the Practice of the Private 
Traders to furniſh them at; and indeed this is ſo 
ſtrong an Argument in favour of the Company's 
Trade, that no more need be ſaid to ſhew the Pre- 
ference which ought to be given to it, with regard 
to the Britiſh Plantations themſelves, above the o- 
Be. | | 
Bur after having ſpoke of the Private Trade to 
the South Cays, he goes on thus, p. 22. Suppoſing 
they (the Private Traders) had actually traded (to 
Cuba) for an equal Number of Negroes, it cou'd not poſ- 
fibly be attended with the ſame bad Conſequences, becauſe 
the Spaniards cannot export thoſe Commodities themſelves 
for want of Navigation and Seamen, &c. | 

In about Ten Lines of this Page here is a String 
of about as many falſe Inſinuations or Aſſertions: 
iſt, The Private Trade to the South Cays has con- 
ſtantly ſubſiſted, which is here inſinuated to have 
been loſt with the reſt; there's One. adly, He leaves 
his Readers to ſuppoſe the Trade of Negroes to the 
South Cays to be different from that of Havana and 
St. Jago, and the Negrees turniſh'd to the former em- 
ployed to c:her Purpoſes ; whereas the South Cays is 
but a Back Door to Havana and St. Jago; there's Two. 
3dly, But the Spaniards cannot export their Commo- 
dities themſelves for want of Navigation and Seamen. 
Would any one have expected this fo ſoon after the 
the Sailing of the Flotilla? I can inform him they 
ſeldom or never want Navigation or Seamen there; 
whereas the Company's Snows have more often 
wanted Frieght and returned empty; there's Three. 
ꝗthly, It is here inſinuated as if the Company traded 
to Havana and S. Jago for Goods only; whereas 
the Factors are ordered to ſell the Company's Slaves 
for Money, and never to take Goods but in caſe 
of Neceſſity; there's Four. 5thly, But no other I/eſſels 
ſays he, are admitted into their Ports except the Veſſels 
| belong- 


. 

belonging to the South Sea Company; which carries an 
Inſinuation that none of the Product of Cuba can 
be carry'd away but out of their Ports, which is 


otherwiſe in fact; there's Five. 6thly, Aud conſequent- 


ly, ſays he, It is impracticable for any other Traders to 
take thoſe Commodities off their. Hands when they are made: 
Whereas in fact more Veſſels of the Private Tra- 
ders have been freighted at the South Cays, as well 
for Jamaica as Europe, with ſome of the Commodities 
of Cuba, during this laſt opening of the Aſfrento, 
(and whilſt all Private Trade, as this Writer would 
inſinuate, has been loſt) than have been freighted 
with Goods at Havana and St. Jago by the S. S. 
Company ; there's Six. But I will ſuppoſe him to have 
meant to ſpeak only of fome Commodities, as Sugar, 
to which he has not contin'd his Words: This won't 
help his Argument againſt the S. S. Company, be- 
cauſe, as I have ſaid, the Spaniards are in no want 


Navigation and Seamen from Havana to Europe, nor 


from St. Jago to Carthagena, and other Ports of the 
Spaniſh Indies, which take off all or near all the Su- 
ars made at this latter. | : 

And after all this, in the next Paragraph, He muſt 
own, he ſays, that it is the Intereſt of Great Britain 
to be Carriers for other Countries, even of ſuch Commodi- 
ties as we make in our own Plantations, provided we can- 
not diſcourage their being made. What the Diſcourage- 
ment is that he would have, I cannot tell; but 
this I know, that the making Sugars at St. Jago 
has been diſcouraged by the Company's having a 
Factory there, and refuſing to let them have Ne- 
groes at the Prices they uſed to buy them at the 
South Cays; and what other Diſcouragement can 
there be, but making their Negroes dear to them? 
Did the Private Traders uſe ro ſtipulate with the 


| Spaniards, what they ſhould do with the Negroes 


when they had bought them, and what not? or 


can any Body think this practicable ? or that fuch 
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as will give Two Hundred and Fifty or Three 
Hundred Pieces of Eight per Head will go with- 
our them, and other Places have Plenty at one half 
or one third of the Price? Is it not a Demonſtration 
that thoſe who will furniſh two or three Negroes 
for thoſe Three Hundred Pieces of Eight, and take 
Payment in Goods too, are the real and greateſt 
Encouragers of thoſe Settlements which this Writer 
would impute to the S. S. Company, and the very 
Perſons who ſet their Neighbours upon a Level 
with the Britiſh Colonies in manufacturing Sugar, 
and all other Plantation-produce ? | 

But now follows his Expedient to prevent 
thoſe Improvements. How far it may therefore be 
reaſonable, ſays he, p. 23. to reitrain the Compa- 
ny, and others, in the Number of Negroes which they 
export to ſome particular Places — I have already com- 


mended this Paſſage for the ſake of the Words 


AND OTHERS, which carried the Appearance 


of Impartiality; but he ought to have ſhewn how 
this is to be done, or elſe it may be ſuſpected that 
he_ would have only the FORE-DOORS ſhut 
and the BACK-DOORS lett open, which will 
certainly encreaſe the Evil; and ſuppoſe it was 
practicable to ſhut both, and that Negroes as well 
by the Company as Private Traders were to be re- 
ſtrained as to their Sale and Delivery to Carthagena, 
could not the Spariards themſelves carry them at- 
terwards where they pleaſed ? 

'T will now teil him one Advantage that. he has 
overlook'd, which the Portugueſe Aſſiemto, and rhe 
Private Traders of thoſe Days, really had over the 
Britiſh Aſſ;ento Company, to wit, that their Negroes 


were not made liable to the Duties of which the 


S. S. Company have complained, This Writer 
himſelf informs the Duke of Newcaſtle, that this 
Duty was firſt raiſed above 20 Tears fince, DURING 
THE WAR WITH FRANCE and SPAIN, 1s 6, 


6 


Now the Portugueſe Aſſiento Contract ended, as TI 
believe, above 30 Years ago, and before the WAR 
WITH FRANCE and SPAIN; therefore, if the 
Facts alledged by this Writer, a Precaution I take 
here in Imitation of the Craftſman, may be depended 
upon for true, 1 may preſume I think to ſay, neither 
the Portugueſe Aſſiento, nor the private Traders of thoſe 
Days, paid the Duties: And then his humble Rea- 


ſoning with His Grace will be of this kind; That 


whereas it had not been thought good Policy to 
lay any Duties on a Foreigner, whilſt he was Aſfien- 
tiſt, becauſe in ſuch caſe he might, and probably 
would, have removed the Aſfiento to ſome other 
Place, Spaniſh, French, or Dutch ; yet a Britiſh Com- 
pany having now the 4ſjzento, who cannot leave a Bri- 


ziſþ Ifland vaſtly more commodious for them than 


any other, it has been therefore thought good Poli- 
cy to double the Duties very near, ſince their Eſta- 
bliſhment; and if that ſhall not be thought ſuffici- 


ent, as he ſeems to hint in p. 23. I may be mended, 


ſays he, by a heavier Duty on the Exportation, by any 

future Law. No doubt but His Grace, it he reads it, 

will ſee the Force of his Argument. | 
Bur to ſay more of the Preference that ought to 


be given to the Britiſh Aſfiento Contract, either with 


Reſpect to Britain or Jamaica, above any former Aſſi- 
ento, and above the private Trade, would be to repeat 
what has been already ſaid throughout theſe Re- 
marks; wherein I have taken no Notice of that 
profitable Branch of the Aſſiento to Buenos Ayres, 
and ſaid little of the Annual Ship, being things 
out of my Province, but which are not only equally 
deſerving each a particular Conſideration, bur mult 
ſtrike the Reader at once with ſufficient Proof, 
after what has been ſaid, that thoſe are not only 


NEW, but ſo much Additional Trade to what Bri- 


tain ever had before. 
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And now, leaving the deteſtable Vice of Calumny, 

as the greateſt Enemy to all Moral and Chriſtian 
Vertues, to be laſh'd by Divines as it deſerves ; 
and ſparing our Writer as many Blunders as I have 


noted, and among them, I aſſure him, ſome ſevere 


Reflect ions on the Maxims and Conduct of the 
Ifland of Jamaica to its own Prejudice, which now 
ſtand publiſhed by him, without being refuted, 
but which I will paſs in filence, in hopes all others 
beſides Themſelves may overlook them; with a few 
general Remarks I will haſten to a Concluſion. 

1. The Reader muſt have obſerved, that rho* 
our Writer's Grievances are many, the private 
Trade of Jamaica ruin'd, the Plantation-Intereſt 
endangered, the Britiſh Commerce and Navigation 
threatned, Cc. to all his Remedy is but one, De- 
lenda eſt Carthago: But did this extinguiſh the Diſ- 
ſent ions of Rome, or ſave her Citizens? N 
2. If it be true, as from the Evidence on both 
ſides now ſeems pretty plain, that Britain is in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Contract, whereby Six Hundred and 
Fifty Spaniſh Ton (meaſuring greatly more than 
Engliſo Tonnage) of Britiſh Manuſactures have 
Righr to a yearly Entrance into the Spaniſh Ports 
in the Indies, beſides the Sale of Twelve Hundred 


Negroes yearly at Buenos Ayres, and a better Trade 
from Jamaica, exceeding it, according to our Wri- 


ter's Computation, above 200000 J. per Ann. Value 
to the Company's Share only, more than that Iſland 
ever had betore ; and beſides what he infinuates is 
to be got by wiaking : If this, I ſay, be the Caſe, 
or abating one half of our Writer's Valuation ot 
this laſt Branch of it; hence all the Clamour that 
is raiſed againſt it at preſent? Or is this contrived 
by our Enemies, in order to deprive us of it, or 
to barter it for ſomething of much leſſer Value? 
And from whence the Odium that is endea- 
vour'd to be raiſed againſt the Managers of this 
Trade: 


69 


Trade? Let it be ſeriouſſy and impartially con- 


ſidered, if the very Clamours themſelves, by bal- 


lancing one another, do not rather juſtify than 
condemn the Direction of it. The Company have 
a ſort of Monopoly in Trade, which yet is different 
from the Nature of all other Monopolies; their Mo- 
nopoly is in Spain, not in Britain; a Monopoly there 
in Negroes only, not in Goods; a Monopoly a- ſbore 
and not at Sa. Let their Trade be compar'd with 
that of the Eaſt India Company, and theſe Diffe- 
rences will evidently appear; and yet ſome Men, 
no Enemies to Monopolies, conſidering this as ſuch, 


rail at the Managers for not acting as if it were, 


which is not in their Power: Others again, hating 
all Monopolies, and miſtaking this for ſuch, load 
this Trade, as well as the Managers, with all the 
Odium which is due to the Hort: And a third 
ſort, ſuch as our * Writer, tho' knowing it to be 
neither a Monopoly nor ſo executed; yet being Ene- 
mies, they know not why, to all Companies alike, 
mix indifferently with the former two, and make 
more Noiſe than both: whilſt all this while the 
Managers themſelves, by a prudent middle Courſe, 
doing all the juſt Service in their Power to their 
Proprietors, and moleſting xo other Britiſh Traders, 
undergo Cenſure from All, and deſerve it from 
none. | 

4. Upon this State of the Caſe, whether it be not 
worthy of every Man who hath any regard for the Bri- 
tiſh Trade, Navigation, . Manufaitures and Planta- 
tions, whom the Craftſman calls upon, laying aſide 
Parry Prejudices, inſtead of following him, to unite 


| in the Defence of this Trade, and of the Privileges 


thereof, in which, as well the Honour as the In- 


— — 


* In his Preface, he throws one Stone at the Faſt India Com- 
pany, tbo it was not in his Way, and in his Book another at the 
African Company, tho aſlecp. | 
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tereſt of the Kingdom is now concern'd, and to 
give His moſt Excellent Majeſty and his Miniſters all 
poſſible Aſſiſtance, in order to the obtaining Plenary 
Sati gaction for the Infractions of the Aſſiento Treaty, 
and ſome more ſolid Security againſt the like again, 

J leave to a truly Britiſh Parliament to determine. 

5. And as to Jamaica, of whoſe Importance no 
Body, that I know, is ignorant, or leſs inclined 
than our Writer to its ſupport, their Intereſts 
will alſo, no doubt, as often as they need, be the 
Care of the Britiſh Parliament; and in the mean 
time, if I may be worthy of throwing my Mite in- 
to their Service on this Occaſion, let them accept 
in good Part this Advice, that ſome wiſe and ju- 
dicious Man be legally authorized to tranſact the 
Affairs of ſo important an Iſland, and no other 
ſuffered preſumptuouſly to make uſe of the Name 

and Weight of a whole Society for particular Ends, 
thereby ſpoiling their publick Concerns by his wn 
Weakneſſes, Prejudice, and Paſſions; and for the . 
Matter of private Trade, let theſe look upon the 
Dutch, and imitate . their Patience and Induſtry, 
waiting all Opportunities of enjoying as much as 
they can, without any Noiſe or Scribling about it. 
How far further this Advice might be extended, 1 ſhall 

not preſume to ſay ; but applying it to my ſelf, tell 
the Reader, that it he will torgive me this once, if 
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SY ever he catches me at ſcribling again on a leſs Pro- 
wh vocation, I will be content, for my Puniſhment, to 
17 be tranſported. 8 | 
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The Concluſion, by way of 
Apolog y. 


1 Believe I need make no Apology for publiſh- 

ing my own Juſtification. This has been as 
unavoidable, as the Foundation of the Injury 
which has been done me. I was no voluntary Sol- 
licitor in this Matter; but was cali'd upon by the 
Company that I had ferved, to give Teſtimony in 
Matters in which I had been employed. This 
Writer therefore has been the Aggreſlor. 

But here, if ir ſhould be objected to me in my 
Turn, thar I have treated him with equal, or with 
more Aſperity : 

To this, Firſt, I deſire the Reader to ask him- 
ſelf the Queſtion, how far the Imputation of a Fal- 


 ſhood will move him, and how he would treat 


the Author of it: Next, I ſay, in anſwer, that I 
haye treated no Body in like Manner, not only 
becauſe the Piece which I expoſe is Anonymous ; 
but becauſe I fix my Remarks, which concern his 
Reputation, upon plain Words, as they are writ- 
ten, and as they appear to me to import, and not 


upon Facts taken upon my own Memory or Hear- 
ſay from others. 


However, What need I have gone further than 
my own Juſtification, or have concerned my ſelf 
with the Affairs of the Company, with Jamaica, 
its Trade, Oc. | | 

To this I anſwer, That when firſt T took Pen in 
Hand, I deſigned no more, nor had determined 
the Method; but in doing this, other Thoughts 
naturally occurr'd, and for Amuſement and a Tryal, 
without any fix'd Purpoſe of going further, I had 


put the better half of the foregoing Remarks toge- 
| | ; ther 
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ther before I ſaw the Craftſman, whoſe Recommen- 
dation of this Piece to all his Readers, I confeſs, 
nettled me a good deal, to find my ſelf ſer forth 
into the World under ſuch Colours, and made me 
reſolve not only to publiſh my own Innocence, but 
to expoſe the Fallacy of a Piece that was now made 
current among a Party for its extraordinary Value ; 
and at the ſame time, common Jultice and Grati- 
tude engaged me in the bearing my-juſt 'Teſtimony 
in the Affairs of a Company which I have had the 
Honour to ſerve ; and if the Neceſſity of making 
good my own Arguments, has led me into any Mat- 
ter or Expreſſions which any Body of Men may 
think hurttul to them, the Calumniator ought 


to anſwer for it, who put me under ſuch Neceſ- 


fity. | | 
But this again may be ſaid to be ill-judged, be- 
cauſe it can be of no uſe to the Company what is 


ſaid by a Servant and Dependant of their own; no 


doubt but ſuch People as they pay, will praiſe the 
Bridge they paſs over. 5 
To remove this Objection, and ſhe that my Sen- 
timents or my Conduct have not been influenced by 
this Circumſtance, I am obliged to tell the Reader 
that I had the fame, and had not wanted Opportu- 
nities of diſcovering them in a * publick Capacity 
in Jamaica long before I had any Thoughts of ever 


being in the Service of the S. S. Company; to which 


I became partly induc'd, (it wou'd be too much 
Vanity to ſay invited) by the Favour and Friend- 
ſhip of a Gentleman, whoſe peculiar Affability and 
Courteſy, and whoſe happy Talent at mixing the 
Freedoms of a Friend with the juſt Authority of the 
Patron and the Maſter, alters the very Nature of 
Servitude and Dependance, and turns it into Plea- 


Sr 
— 


* The Author was ſeveral Tears of the Couneil in Jamaica. 
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ſure and an Ambition to deſerve. In Imitation of 
him, and his Aſſociates, I have laboured in the Vine- 
yard with all my Might, and tho' all our Fruits, as 
with a blaſt from Heaven are blighted, like them, I 
have held faſt my Integrity, which I will not let go, 
and therefore can with them tell the. Craftſman, or 
any Man elſe, that I am as little dependant in this 
Senſe, and as little capable of proſtituting myſelf, or 
Truth, to ſerve any Company or Government what- 
ſoever as he to pull them down. | 
But ſtill it may be urged, that People ſhou'd try 
and know their own Force and Capacities, and not at- 
tempt Matters above their reach, & invitia Miners - 
That this I have pretended to charge the Calumnia- 
tor with, and yer I run myſelf into the ſame Error. 
This indeed is more difficult to anſwer than all 
the reſt, and therefore here I will fairly confeſs, I 
have wanted my Mate Mr. Pratter, more than ever, 
whoſe Aſſiſtance had I had, I ſhou'd have acquitted 
myſelt as much more to my own Satisfaction, as I 
ſhou'd have done to all theirs who are deſirous of 
perfectly underſtanding the Trade in queſtion; and 
here my Reader will, I hope, excuſe my adding, 
in as much as Mr. Pratter is calumniated with me in 
ſome Parts of this Writers Performance, what I can 
beſt do without his Aſſiſtance; that is, to tell him 
that he is a Gentleman of a large Fortune in Jamaica, 
and therefore a very unfit Tool to be made uſe of 
againſt its Intereſts, and that an honeſter Man, and 
more faithful and abler Servant lives not, than the 
Company have in him; and that had they all ſuch, 
without excluding all the reſt, but whom I have 
no right or any proper Occaſion to. diſtinguiſh, I 
| wou'd take upon me to ſay that the Negroe Trade 
alone wou'd be a very profitable one to the Com- 
pany, as well as to the Nation. | 
But that I have gone farther ſtill, and have 


drop'd ſomething that looks like a more than or- 
| dinary 
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dinary defire of Peace, and thereby expoſed myſelf 


unneceſſarily to be reffected upon as an Anglo-Spa- 
niard, and perhaps a Betrayer of Gibraltar. 

I anſwer ; H/hat Briton is not concerned in this? 
And who wiſhes not for Peace 2 Which, it not to be 
had by Treaty, may be ſoon had by Arms, pro- 
vided our own Diſcords encourage not our Ene- 
mies. As therefore every Man may, at leaſt, direct 
his own Wiſhes, mine is, that the Parliament may 
be unanimous, in adviſing his Majeſty to accept 
Terms of Peace, if they are honourable; but if 
ſuch cannot be had, that their vigorous Reſolutions 
may rekindle Britiſh Courage, and revive the Glory 
of their Arms under the Conduct of our moſt valo- 
rous Prince ; a Prince, who having once drawn his 
Sword, will diſdain to yield a TOWN, a SHIP, 
or a MINIST. ER, to any Foreign Prince or - Princes 
upon Earth, | 
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APPENDIX 


| HE following REASONS, Sc. were delivered 

to his Grace the late Duke of Portland, Go- 

vernour of Jamaica, and to the ſeveral Mem- 

bers of the Council and Aſſembly, at the ſame 

Time that the Agents for the S. S. Company preſented to 

them reſpectively their Petitions, in the Name of the 

Company, praying Relief from the Duties impoſed on 

their Slaves, by the Acts of that Iſland; which Petition, 
as Matter of Form, is here omitted. 


REASONS humbly offer d to prove that 
it zs the Intereſt of the Iſland of Jamaica 
to Encourage the Royal Britiſh Aſſiento 
Company t continue their Settlement 
among ſi them, by exempting their Negroes 
re-exported on the Aſſiento Account from 
all Duties; 


With ſome Objeftions anſwered. 


1, V F the Court of Directors of the South Sea Company 
ſhould reſolve to ſupply the whole Aſſiento (Buenos 

Ayres excepted) from Jamaica, and their ſeveral 
Factories and Agents in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies can find 
Means to vend their whole Number contracted for, as it's 
hoped they may, they will then want at leaſt Five Thou- 
ſand Negroes to enable them to perform the ſame; and as 
the Spaniards are particularly nice and difficult in the Ne- 
groes furniſhed by the Aſſiento, rejecting all ſuch as have 
the leaſt Blemiſh or Defect, or are of a yellowiſh Caſt, 
tho as good and ſerviceable as the beft, in order to be fur- 
niſned with Five Thouſand ſuch Negroes as will ſatisfy the 
Aſſiento, it will require an Importation into this Iſland of 
about Ten Thouſand per Annum, which will employ Thirty 
Sail of Ships in the firſt Imbarkation. 

I | 


2. The 


2 
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2. The Freight uſually paid here to the Maſter and 
Mariners of ſuch Ships, and which is for the moſt Part 
all expended and laid out by them in Wages, Neceſſaries, 
and Repairs, or in the Purchaſe of the Growth and Pro- 
duce of the Country, is known to amount to about 1 000 l. 
each Ship, which makes an Article of 30,0001, per Ann. 
expended in the Ifland ; and if the Importers of thoſe Ne- 
groes ſhould come to lee their own Intereſt in paying a 
greater Proportion, or the Whole of their Freight here 
(which ir would perhaps be their Intereſt to do) double 
the above Sum might be here expended and laid out by 
the ſe Ships; nor are ſo many Ships coming annually for 
Freight of leſs Advantage to the Planters as well as Mer- 
chanrs, it being a known Maxim, That Plenty of Shipping 
arid cheap Freight makes the Produce of any Country ſell well. 
3. The Tranſportation of Five Thouſand Negroes from 
hence to the ſeveral Ports in the Span:ſp Weſt Indies, will 
employ at leaſt Six good Snows or Sloops, and ar leaſt 
TWO HUNDRED MEN conſtantly in Pay ; which 
one way or other would occaſion a further Expence of 
about 12,y00 l. per Annum in the Iſland, and be fo much 
clear Gain to it: At preſent the Company have four Vel- 
| fels, which employ near One Hundred and Fifty Men, 
moſt of whom are now Inhabitants of the Iſland ; and it is 
ſubmirred, if this is not now the greateſt Encouragement 
ro Home-Navigation that is left to it. . 

4. It is notorious that when but Part of the Aſſiento was 
ſettled here before the laſt War, Money was thereby ren- 
der d very Plenty in the Iſland (cho* the private Spaniſh 
Trade was then in a manner loſt) and when, by reaſon of 
the great Duties which were impoſed on the Company's 
Negroes, the Aſſiento was removed wholly to Barbados, 
about the Year 1717, Money here immediately began to 
grow ſcarce, and every body knows it grew ſcarcer and 
ſcarcer till the Iſland was almoſt drained of- all irs Current 
Caſh; whereas the preſent Court of Directors, by reſtoring 
the Aſſiento to this Iſland, have already reſtored a ſmall 
Currency of Money to it again, (and which muſt be 
owned by every. obſerving Man to have been perceived 
and felr, before they were ſenſible of any Advantage to 
the Iſland from the Private Trade) and if the 4ſſento con- 
tinues, it is not to be doubted bur this Iſland will have as 
great a Plenty of Money as ever, | 
: Ef 5. Plenty 


3 
re 
2 


* 
o 
i, 
1 
1 
1 
5 
— "8 
* 
} 
1 
F 
147 
17 
+. 
1 * 
«1 i 
U 
1 ˖ 
1 1 
1 q 
- 
$ q $3204" 4 
k * 
1 0 
py % 
s . 
2 \ 
* 1 
* 
x 
2 4 
1 
* 
1 
. 

4 1 5 
1 3 * 
5 
4. 

L 
j 
v\ 
* 
a1 5 
4 
A * 
ft 
j 
: 
_ 
1 
: 
. 
13 
1 
8 
17 
4 
5 
7. 
8 
"7 
* 


>. 


— 


=. = — PR", 
— 
- — — 
2 . 
"2. ths N 


— — . Fx 
_- r 8 0 LT = — 
8 «© Mt. * " IS 
— > 


. 


— 5 


K e 


ar. 


5. Plenty of Negroes and Proviſions are likewiſe a 


certain good Conſequence to whatever, Place the A. 


ento is eſtabliſh'd at, and Plenty has always been al- 
lowed to introduce Cheapneſs of all forts of Commo- 
dities. . 5 | 

6. In Proportion to the above Adyanrages reap'd from 


the Aſſiento by their Settlement here, it is obvious, that 


by their Eſtabliſhment in any of the Windward Iſlands, 
not only the above Advantages would be loſt. ro this 
Iſland, but by the others Gain the Reverſe of all this 
would thereby happen to us; Ships, Negroes, Proviſions 
and Money, would become Plenty ro Windward as 
has been once found already by Experience ; and we 
mould not only have the Refuſe of the 4jſientro Com- 
pany, but of the Windward Iſlands too, in theſe Par- 
ticulars; becauſe, if rhe Aſſienzo in Whole or in Parr 
were ſettled ro Windward, no Negroes or Provifion Ships 
would come hither without firſt calling there; and as a 
Windward Ifland would have all the Advantage from 
Two Markets by being firſt, ſo Jamaica has the greater 
Advantage in having but One, becauſe what Ships come 


hither muſt ſell here. 


7. The Court of Directors have ſtill the Trade to the 
Wind ward Coaſt, and to Porto Rico, St, Domingo, c. 
under their Conſideration, and have not yet determined 
whether they will ſettle Factories there, or impower any 
of their Agents to grant Licenſes thither, or from whence 
they will direct that Trade to be carried on; on which 
occaſion it may be worth obſerving, that tho' that 
Coaſt and thoſe Iſlands will not take off many Negroes, 
yer, if the Court would allow Licenſes ro be granted 
thither, as many Veſſels and Mariners were imployed for. 
merly in that Trade alone from Barbadoes, as are compu- 


ted here for all the other Parts of the Aſſiento, and would 
probably be ſo again, by reafon of the few Negroes 


proper to be thither ſent at a Time, | 
8. If the Windward Trade were put under the Di- 
rection of the Company's Agents for Famaica, a further 


Advantage will ariſe to it, by rendering Cocoa and Mules 


cheap, and making it almoſt the ſole Mart for Export of 
all Sorts of Proyifions and Liquors to the Spaniſh Weft. 
Indies, 
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For theſe Reaſons it is humbly conceived to be the 
undoubted Intereſt of Famaica to encourage the 
Company not only to continue their Settlement 
here, but if they can, to fix the whole Aſſien to 
with them; which, how proper the Means are, 
by exempting their Slaves from Duties from which 
other Iſlands are ready to exempt them, and how 
favourable this Opportunity is to cultivate the good 
Diſpoſition of the Court of Directors towards 
them, and how reaſonable for them to expect it, 

is humbly ſubmitted. 


Some OBJECTIONS which have been 
made to the Advantages alledg'd to ariſe 
to the Iſland of Jamaica from the Aſſiento 


being eſtabliſhed therein, anſwered. 
Object. 1. 7 T has been ſaid that the Company by buying 


| Negroes render them dear to the Planters, 

Anſw. The Aſſiento Company muſt certainly ſupply rhem- 
{elves one of theſe Three Ways; either by trading them- 
ſelves to Guinea, or by contracting with others, or by 
buying at the Market, JE 

If they Trade themſelves to Guinea, this Objection 
vaniſhes out of Sight, for ſure they may do what they will 
with their own Negroes; they are known to be deſign'd 


for the Coaſt, and therefore cannot diſcourage other Tra- 


ders from coming to ſupply the Planters; and every Port 
where they touch in their Way are obliged to them for 
ſo much as they ſpend there; and if they leave any Ac- 
cidental Negroes behind them, ſure that cannot render 
others dearer. : | | | 

If they contract for Negraes, it is as difficult to ſee 
how the Planters can be prejudic'd, or Negroes render'd 
dearer to them this Way. The Royal- African-Company, 


ſince the Contract with the Aſſiento Company, have im- 
ported above Four Thouſand Two Hundred Negroes, out 


of which they have deliver'd to the Agents of the Au- 


ento Company but little above One Thouſand Nine Hun- 


dred, ſo that there has been in One Year above 
Two Thouſand Three Hundred Negroes diſpoſed of in 


the Iſland by the African Company; which is much 


more. 


4 


— 


JJ!!! na, BE, heb, I. Ib. 


1 

more than double what have been imported by thar 
Company per Annum for ſeveral Years paſt, and which 
has now been owing to the Aſſento Company. How 
this extraordinary Supply can poſſibly be ſuppos'd ro have 
render'd Negroes dearer to the Planters, is not eaſy to 
diſcern, 

Much the ſame Obſervation may be made in reſpect 
to their buying. at Market; the private Guinea Traders 
relying that the Aſſiento would have a further Demand 


for Slaves over and above what the African Company 


bad contracted for, fitted out more Ships than uſual, 
and ſent them hither ; Out of theſe the Aſiento Agents 
have, it's true, bought many Slaves, bur they have lefr 
more to be ſold to the Planters, amongſt which ſeveral 
whole Ships have been untouch'd by them ; and how 
this can be conſtrued to render Negroes dearer to them 
is equally unintelligible, 

Bur as difficult as ir will be found ro ſupport this Ob- 
jection, it ſeems plain from hence, That if the Slaves re- 
exported by the Aſiento Company to the Spaniſh Weſt In- 
dies were exempred from any Duties, this Iſland would: 
ſtill be oblig d ro them for the Duties which are paid on 


| Negroes imported by their Means, tho' diſpoſed of in the 


Iſland; which is another Advantage the Iſland receives 
from them, and appears by the Number of ſuch to be no 
inconſiderable one. The only true way of trying this 
Objection ſeems to be this; Jamaica has once before had 
the Aſiento ſettled amongſt them, till by laying Duties 
on the Company's Slaves, it was firſt removed in Part, 
and afterwards wholly to Earbadoes: Were Negroes more 
plentiful or cheaper at Jamaica, when the Aſſiento was at 
Barbadoes, or whilſt it has been here? The Anſwer will 


utterly remove this Objection. | 


Object. 2. But it has been ſaid, If they be not dearer, 
the Planter is, however, ſupplied with worſe Negroes, becauſe 


the Company have their Choice. 


Anſw. In reſpect of what the Company leaves of Ne- 
groes imported by themſelves, or of What they contract 


for, this Objection neither can have any Weight, becauſe 


what they leave are ſo many accidental or ſupernumerary 


Negroes, which are brought to the Iſland by their Means, 


and which otherwiſe would not be brought to it: And as 
do what they buy at Market, it ſeems hard to thoſe. 
uye 
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Buyers only the Privilege of all Markets, by whoſe Encqu- 
ragement moſt of thoſe very Sellers are induced to come, 
and who ſtill leave more Choice to the Planters than they 
would otherwiſe have without that Encouragement. 
Nor indeed is this Objection juſt with reſpect to very 
many of the Negroes which the Agents of the Aſſiento 
Company refuſe ; which being of a yellowiſh Caſt, or 
wanting a Joint of a Finger, Toe or Tooth, or ſuch like 
{mall Defects or Blemiſhes, are not a Jor the worſe to the 
Planters, tho they certainly, by being called Refuſe, do 
come the cheaper ro them. 3 

Object. 3. It has been formerly ſaid there was Danger of 
tbe Aſſiento Company's uniting with the African to obtain 
an excluſive Trade to Africa, which raiſed ſome Prejudice a- 
gainſt the Aſſiento Company. 

Anſw. It is conceived Time and Experience has pretty 
well worn ont this Objection; bat if any ſuch Suſpicion 
remains, it may be conſidered that if this Suggeſtion had 
any Foundation, and the laying of Duties on the Aſſiento 
Company's Negroes, and thereby driving them from 
Jamaica, would prevent this ſuppoſed Evil, there wonld 
be ſome Colour for this way of argning ; bur if this 
would rather tend to effect than prevent ir, then even 
this becomes an Argumear for encouraging the Com- 
pany in the Meaſures they have hirherro carried on 
their Trade, which will be the ſureſt and beſt Method 
to keep them from endeavouring after new and prejudicial 


Meaſures to the Colonies, in order to relieve themſelves. 


Object. 4. I: has been urged, that the Aſſiento Com- 
pany bas ruined the private Trade of this Iſland to the 
Spaniſh Coaſt, and conſequently has been a greater Prejudice 
than Gain to it. | | 

Anſw. If this be meant of the Aſſiento, and the Queſtion 
was, Whether the Jfland of Famaica or a Britiſh Com- 
pany eftabliſh'd by Act of Parliament ſhould have it, 
or if driving that Company from Famaica, by impoſing 
large Duties on their Slaves, would leave the Benefit 
of the Aſſiento wholly to Famaica, there might be ſome 
Reaſon for raifiong this Objection ; tho' were it true, 
Famaica would ſtill be the worſe for making uſe of ir, 
unleſs it had Power to ſupport it; and in the mean 
time it ſeems but common Prudence in any Society, 
not ro reject the Good they may have, becauſe they 
cannot have more, or all they would wiſh. — — 
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But in Truth this is wholly a Miſtake,” and the Aſſients 
Company, for all the Benefit they do the Iſland of Famazca, 
neither have taken, or do take, any from them; inſomuch, 
that this Objection at preſenr may be fully cleared by a 
Queſtion inſtead of an Anſwer; HAVE NOT THE 
PRIVATE TRADERS FOR ABOUT TWELVE 
MONTHS PAST, WHILST THE ASSIENTO HAS 
BEEN SEFTLED HERE, SOLD MORE DRY 


GOODS UPON THE COAST, THAN DURING 


WHOLE TIME OF THE >USPENSION. OF THE 
ASSIENTO, and near as many Negroes at Portobel as the 
Company have done? Andif the Company, or their 
Factors, have not endeavoured, or been able ro hinder 
rhis, 1s it not rather a Banter than an Argument for any 
Diſlike thereby ro the Company, who trade bur in Com- 
mon with others, and are ar leaſt twice the Benefit to this 
Iſland as all the other Traders put together? 

But that none may be carried away with an Imaginati- 
on that the Aſſiento Company ever did, or intended to do 
this Iſland any Prejudice, or was in any Degree the Cauſe 


of the Loſs or Decline of the Spaniſh Trade from hence, 


it ſeems neceſſary, for the Satisfaction of ſuch, ro look 


back ſome Years, when we ſhall plainly diſcover the true 
Cauſes thereof. 


As this Trade was carried on in Sloops to great Advan- 
rage for ſome Years, during the War of Queen Anne, 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, ro our Misfortune, that ſeveral 
Commiſſions then granted ro Privateers, were made uſe 


of on Board Canoes and other ſmall Boats, to intercept 


the Spaniards going to, or coming from ſuch Trading 
Sloops ; and their Money was not only taken from them 
by thoſe Means, but their Goods bought out of ſuch Sloops 
were taken and fold them again, and reraken a Second 


and a Third Time; which was at length ſuſpected by 


the Spaniards to have been done in Concert wich the Tra- 
ding Sloops, and this gave the firſt Check ro our Trade; 
which was ſoon followed by a much greater Blow, to 
wit, the raking of the Chagree Fleet by Capt. Thomas 
Colbey ; which, tho' it was juſtifiable in bim as it was 
Time of War, and he had a Commitſion for what he 
did, yet, as it was done in an Intercourſe of Trade, and 
near the Shore, it gave a fatal Stroke to the Trade of 7a- 
maica, by ruining many of their Friends among the 27 
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| 1 
aſh Traders, and deftroying all Confidence between 
them; and which was judged of ſo ill Conſequence to 
this Trade, then encourag'd by the Britiſh Parliament, 
that an Act ſoon after paſs'd there, prohibiting any Eng- 
liſh Privateers taking any Spaniard who was going to, or 
coming from any Trading Veſſel. 

But this Remedy came too late the French having a 
little before this found the Way into the South-Seas, and 
taſted the Sweets of that Trade, now began to ſend great 
Numbers of Ships with all ſorts of Goods into thoſe 
Seas, which they ſold for ſmall Profit; and ſupplying 
thoſe Markets at low Rates, not only rained the Famaica 
Trade, bur prevented the Galleons for many Years going 
to Portobel; all which happen'd long before the Britiſh 
Company had the Aſſiento granted to them; who, inſtead 
of having prejudic'd Jamaica berein, will appear to any 
conſiderate Perſons to have been the only probable Means 
of reſtoring this Trade to them again. 

For ſince the Britiſ Company bave had the Aſſiento 
granted to them, with the Privilege of ſending a Ship to 
Portobel once in Two Years, their Court of Directors 
have uſed their utmoſt Efforts at the Court of Madrid, to 
put a Stop to the French Voyages into the Sourh Sea, and 


by ſucceeding therein, have not only ſerved their own 
Company, bur proved the beft Friends to Jamaica they 


ever had, becauſe all the Trade Jamaica have enjoy'd 
of late ro Portobel. has been entirely owing ro this Cir- 
cumſtance of the French being kept out of the South Seas; 
and would it not ſeem ſtrange and unreaſonable to ex- 
pect or deſire (were it in our Power to hinder them) 
that the Perſons alone who have been the Chief Inſtru- 
ments in procuring this Benefit, ſhould be the only Per- 
ſons excluded their Share in ir ? 

Object. 5. F ic be ſaid, that the Exipencies of the Go- 
vernment of this Iſland muſt be provided for, and it is as 
reeſonable a rich Company, who enjoy the Benefit of its Si- 
tuation, ſhould contribute towards its Support, equal at leaſt 
to any other Perſons, and therefore ought to be liable to the 
fame Duties? 

Anſw, It has already been ſufficiently ſhewn how many 
Ways, and how largely the Aſſiento Company will con- 
tribute to the Support of this Iſland, tho their Negroes | 
ſhould be exempted from Duties: But, as this Objection 

is 


6 
is: moſt plauſible, and therefore moſt dangerous, left it 
miflead Gentlemen from what is rhe real and ſolid Ad- 
vantage of the Iſland, to what may prove gready Detri- 
mental to it, it is hoped all who wiſh well ro their Coun- 
try will maturely conſider it. | 

If the Aſſiento Company were Inhabitants of Jamaica, 
or under an abſolute Neceſſity of carry ing on their Trade 
from bence, the Parallel might in ſome meaſure bold gocd, 
tho even in that Caſe many Conſiderations would arite, 
to diftingaiſh from Private Traders a National Compa- 
ny in the Execution of a National Contract, ſubjected to 
certain large Daties ro a Foreign Prince, and which hag 
therefore been always found a loſing Contract io the A, 
ſientiſts; and there fore accepted rather ou Account ot the 
National Advantages that attend it, in wbich F-maica it 
ſelf is included, than for their own particular Intereſt. 

But when it is further remembred and conſidered, I hat 
the moſt plentiful and happy Days Famaiza ever ſaw. was 
in the Glorious Reign of King William, when the Aſſien- 
to was firſt ſettled by Foreigners - mongſt them, and of 
the Advantages whereof the Iſland, as well as the Go- 
vernment, were then ſo ſenfible, thar inſtead of laying 
Hardfhips upon them, their Agent received buth Honour 
and Encouragemenr, 

Thar about the Year 1713, when at the Concluſion of 
the Peace in Queen Anne's Reign, it was expected the 
Aſſiento would be given to the Ergliſh Nation, thele 
Advantages were then ſo freſh in Memory, that it was 
the General Opinion to take off all Duties ou Exporta- 
tion of Slaves, left that might prove a Diſcouragement 
to the Eſtabliſhmenr of it in this Iſland, however a con- 
trary Opinion came afterwards to prevail. 

Thar the Caſe of the Aſientiſis, with reſpect to Ne- 
groes imported with Deſign to be re-exported for the 
Aſſiento Account, is mort like the Caſe of all Foreign Vel- 
ſels who touch for Refreſhment only, and are never made 
liable among Nations in Amity, to the Payment of Du- 
ties, or orber Hardſhips ; and how reaſonable it is for a 
Britiſh Company to expect equal Treatment to what 
Foreigners have met with, or are intitled to, is ſub- 
mittec. | : To” 

That the Aſſiento Company are but Sojourners at their 


dwn Pleaſure, and may remove their Trade and Effects 
| where 
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where and whenever they think fit; and as they have 
once already done it from hence, fo ſhould that happen 
again, it is obvious from what has been obſerved, how 
much his Majeſty's Revenue of this Iſland, as well as the 
S rength thereof, inftead of being ſupported, is likely 
to be diminiſhed thereby. 

From all theſe Conſiderations it cannot certainly be 
now eſteemed good Policy, to run the Hazard a Second 
Time, of lofing ſo valuable Benefits, by purſuing the 
ſame Meaſures which have already drove the Company 


once from this Iſland ; eſpecially at a Time when the 


Court of Directors, laying aſide all former Diſputes, 
have made the firſt Advances towards a good Under- 
ſtanding and Union of Intereſts with this Iſland, and 
have ſtill further Advantages in their Power ro beſtow, 
for wh ch they are courred by our Neighbours, under 
Aſſurances of Exemption from all Duties, and all other 
Eucouragements they can give them. | 


All which is humbly ſubmitted. 
Uto the foregoing REASONS, Ge. one Remark 


ſeems material, to wit, that as they were delivered 
ro the Governour, Council and Aﬀembly, rhe greateſt 
Care was taken to alledge nothing in them bur what was 
ſtrictly true; and no Anſwer having ever been given ro 
them, or any Fact therein aſſerted, ever contradicted, 
till now by hu Mriter, it may reaſonably be concluded 
they were acknowledged as ſuch. 


N. B. I defignd to bave added here the Repreſenta- 
tion of the Merchants touching the Deſertion of the Sea- 


men mention'd in p. 10. but upon enquiry after ir, both 


at the Board of Trade and Secretary of State's Office, it 
was not to be found; and the Reaſon given was, that 
ſuch Papers as were preſented, without any Hearing 


thereupon enſuing, were ſeldom or never preſerved. 


This I thoughr my ſelf obliged to adviſe the Reader of, 

having referr'd him thereto. + Bur for the Fact it ſelf, 

to the full Purport of what I have alledged ir, I am very 

poſitive of the Truth thereof, having my ſelf ſign d it, 

and in Conſequence thereupon, attended a Committee 

pf the Houſe of Commons, ro whom the * 
| a 


46 


of the Bri/iſh Duties on Prize Goods was referred; and 
had it not been for an accidental Loſs by Fire, of all my 
Books and Papers, I could have produc'd a Copy of this 
Repreſentation my (elf, and many other Papers, which 


would have given farther Confirmation of many Paſſa- 


ges I have taken Notice of in the foregoing Re- 
marks. | 
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Age 7, Line ult. read ſome. p. 28, I. 20, r. Pounds. 
LK p. 41 |. 33. dele 7s. p. 44. I. 33. read Settlement. 
p. 45- I. 21, 22, 23, which is infinuated, &c. nor Italick, 
p. 47. 1 22. read Cauſes. p. 48. I. 7, read and very 
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